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REPORT 



To His Excellency Aram J. Pothier, Governor of the State of Rhode 
Island, 

Sir: — Complying with the provisions of Section 9 of Chapter 
795 of the Public Laws of Rhode Island, the Public Utilities Com- 
mission presents its second annual report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Inspectors. 

The necessity of suitable legislation providing for the employment 
of inspectors qualified to properly supervise and inspect the several 
utilities is again urged. The Commission has engaged an engineer 
competent to supervise the manufacture of gas, but an inspector for 
steam railroads and one for street railways is necessary in order that 
the best results possible may be obtained. 

Reports. 

In its last report the Commission recommended an amendment to 
the law which would require every public utility to keep and render to 
the Commission in the manner and form by it prescribed, uniform 
accounts of all business transacted. 

This is made necessary by the apparently imintentional repeal 
of Sections one to nine, inclusive, of Chapter 215 of the General 
Laws, Section eight of which required annual returns to be made 
to the railroad commissioner. 

Valuation of Property of Utilities. 

The establishment of a just rate or charge by a public utility 
can only be made after a determination of the value of all the property 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 REPORT OP PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

of such utility actually used and useful for the convenience of the 
public. 

As stated in its first report the Commission believes that the 
best results will obtain for both the pubUc and the utilities if such 
a determination of value is made in the first instance, with revaluation 
from time to time as the same may appear necessary. 

The Commission again recommends the adoption of legislation 
substantially similar to that of the State of Wisconsin, providing for 
the substantial portion of the requirements relative to annual reports 
and physical valuation of the property of utilities. 

GENERAL. 

A large majority of the matters considered by the Commission 
which required formal action were in relation to tariffs, the utilities 
in many instances, for various reasons, desiring to have the tariffs 
become effective without the thirty days' notice required by law. In 
a large number of cases the supplementary tariffs provided for a 
reduction in rates and consequently the interest of the pubUc was 
conserved by the granting of the appUcation. 

Other appUcations acted upon included the usual number request- 
ing the consent of the Commission to the laying and maintaining of 
additional tracks by railroad and railway companies. 

In connection with the abolition of the grade crossings in Pawtucket 
and Central Falls, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company obtained permission to abandon the Central Falls station. 

OLNEYVILLE GRADE CROSSINGS. 

The Commission at its first meeting of the year ordered the notice 
required by law to be given to claimants who had filed claims in 
the matter of the condemnation of certain lands by the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and the city of Provi- 
dence for the aboUtion of the Olneyville grade crossings, and assign- 
ments for hearing were made in all cases except those in which counsel 
asked for a continuance. In all instances except one, the cases have 
been continued from time to time by agreement of counsel. 
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REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 5 

The claim of the Colwell Worsted Mills was heard in part, but an 
agreement was reached between the parties pending the completion 
of the hearing. 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company has 
reported to the Commission that the work of settling claims was 
divided between the company and the city and that of the properties 
to be covered by the company settlement had been made on seven, the 
amount of the claims as filed aggregating $92,500.00. The company 
further reported that negotiations are pending with four claimants 
whose claims, as filed, aggregate $20,000.00, and that negotiations 
failed with one claimant. 

Of the properties to be covered by the city, settlement was reported 
on thirteen, the aggregate amount of the claims as filed, being 
$87,600.00. An agreement was also reported on one claim amounting 
to $25,000.00, and pending negotiations were reported on nine 
properties, the aggregate claims under negotiation amounting to 
$99,497.00. 

The aggregate amount of claims settled was $180,100.00, and the 
aggregate amount of those upon which negotiations are still pending is 
$119,497.00. 

The aggregate amoimt of claims on file upon which negotiations 
were not reported as pending is $13,000. 

COMMUTATION RATES. 

The subject of equalization of commutation rates for the trans- 
portation of passengers on the steam railroads of the state was one 
that was forcibly called to the attention of the commission and the 
steam railroads in view of the prohibition by the Utilities Act of all 
imlawful preferences and discriminations. 

Commutation rates in Rhode Island originally established on 
what were then different railroads had been continued when these 
roads had become operated as one system. These rates appear to 
have been established upon no definite general principal, and only 
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6 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

for those stations where such rates had been established were they 
available. 

For nearly a year conferences were held by the Commission with 
the representatives of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company to the end of arranging for the establishment of 
rates that would not be preferential or discriminatory. 
• The sales of such tickets in various years from the several stations^ 
the class of such tickets sold, whether one month, two months' or 
three months' tickets, and the rates of the several stations were 
carefully considered. 

As illustrative of the then existing inequalities the following table 
indicates the difference between the minimum and the maximum 
commutation rates in this state of stations similarly situated as 
regards mileage. 
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REPORT OP PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 7 

ADULT. 
Commutation Fares in Rhode Island to and from Providence. 



One month. 



Min. Max 



Two months. 



Min. Max. 



Three months. 



Min. Max. 



2 Miles 

3 Miles 

4 Miles 

5 Miles 

6 Miles 
7MUes 

8 Miles 

9 Miles 

10 Miles 

11 Miles 

12 Miles 

13 Miles 

14 Miles 

15 Miles 

16 Miles 
ISMUes 
19 Miles 

21 Miles 

22 Miles 

23 Miles 

24 Miles 
27 Miles 
31 Miles 
33 Miles 
35 Miles 
39 Miles 
43 Miles 



and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 
and less 



than 3 
than 4 
than 5 
than 6 
than 7 
than 8 
than 9 
than 10 
than 11 
than 12 
than 13 
than 14 
than 15 
than 16 
than 17 
than 19 
than 20 
than 22 
than 23 
than 24 
than 25 
than 28 
than 32 
than 34 
than 36 
than 40 
than 44 



$2.40 

2.40 

2.40 

2.80 

4.50 

4.20 

5. 2D 

5.40 

6.00 

6.40 

7.20 

7.20 

7.80 

9.20 

9.60 

9.00 

11.20 

10.34 

12.00 

12.40 

10.84 

13.50 

14.50 

14.50 

15.00 

15.50 

16.50 



$2.80 

4.00 

4.40 

4.00 

5.60 

6.00 

6.40 

8.25 

7.50 

8.50 

9.00 

9.50 

9.75 

10.00 

10.50 

9.00 

11.50 

11.60 

12.50 

12.40 

10.84 

13.50 

14.50 

14.50 

15.00 

15.50 

16.50 



$4.50 

4.50 

4.50 

5.25 

9.75 

7.: 

10.13 

10.13 

13.50 

12.00 

13.50 

13.50 

14.63 

17.25 

18.00 

16.88 

21.00 

19.39 

22.50 

23.25 

20.33 



$5.25 
4.50 
8.25 
5.25 
10.50 
11.25 
12.00 
10.13 
13.50 
12.75 
15.00 
13.88 
16.50 
17.25 
18.00 
16.88 
21.00 
21.75 
22.50 
23.25 
20.33 



$6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
7.00 
8.65 
10.00 
11.50 
13.00 
13.50 
14.35 
16.00 
17.25 
17.50 
20.00 
20.00 
22.50 
23.00 
25.85 
25.90 
31.00 
27.10 
28.75 
31.50 
31.65 
33.10 
34.50 
35.90 



$7.00 
8.65 
11.00 
8.65 
14.00 
15.00 
16.50 
16.50 
18.00 
17.00 
20.00 
18.50 
22.00 
23.00 
24.00 
22.50 
28.00 
29.00 
30.00 
31.00 
27.10 
28.75 
31.50 
31.65 
33.10 
34.50 
35.90 



(Min. — Minimum.) (Max. — Maximum.) 

The schedule of rates which the railroad has now filed is identical 
with that which was placed in effect in Massachusetts on January 1, 
1913, and is now in partial operation in New Hampshire. 

The Massachusetts Railroad Commission after a careful and ex- 
haustive investigation of this subject thus siunmarized their views: 
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8 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

"In the judgment of the Board an adjustment of rates for com- 
mutation tickets should be based on two principles; first that the 
rates should be equal, and second, that they should be reasonable- 
The Board has confined itself at this time to an equalization of existing 
rates, in order to eliminate the discrimination which have existed be- 
tween dijBferent classes of season ticket holders and different communi- 
ties, and which have been the subject of frequent and just complaint 
to the Board." 

"The Board has therefore recommended a schedule of rates which, 
as nearly as it is possible to determine from available data, will 
neither appreciably increase nor reduce the aggregate revenues of 
the various railroad corporations. This schedule represents a 
system of mileage charges graduated to a minimum of half a cent per 
mile per ride for distances beyond thirty-five miles. The rates are 
based upon the distance travelled, and are imiform between all 
equi-distant points." 

"This schedule of rates, in accordance with the prevailing practice 
in other states, has been computed upon a imiform monthly basis. 
Heretofore purchasers of two months' and three months' season tick- 
ets have been given a much more favorable rate than the purchasers 
of monthly tickets. In spite of that fact the aggregate sales of monthly 
tickets at all railroad stations in the commonwealth have been nearly 
fifty per cent, in excess of the combined sales of two months' and three 
months' tickets. We see no reason why a minority who may be in a 
position to make a larger initial expenditure for commutation tickets 
should be given an unduly preferential rate, at the expense of monthly 
ticket holders of more limited means. 

"It may be added that the Board has recommended that the 
monthly tickets, in conformity with the practice in other states, should 
be good for sixty rides instead of fifty-four rides, as heretofore, in 
order that there might be ample provision for a full month's travel. 
As, however, the number of rides used will not ordinarily be in excess 
of fifty-four, the Board does not consider that the new form of ticket 
represents any additional value that would justify a higher charge." 
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REPORT OP PUBLIC UTILITIES C0B4MISSI0N. 9 

"The whole process of equalization of rates involves a redis- 
tribution of the revenues paid by the public for this service. 
Equalization implies an increase of rates below the normal level, as 
well as a decrease of rates above that level. In so far as the revised 
rates represent an increase, they will naturally be regarded with 
disfavor by residents of the communities affected. It does not seem 
to the Board, however, that such persons can, with justice or fairness, 
expect to enjoy indefinitely, lower rates for the same service than 
are paid by their fellow citizens. " 

"To quote again from the last report of the Board in relation to 
this matter: 

*' In any readjustment of existing rates it may be found impossible 
to preserve to specially favored commimities the imduly advanta- 
geous rates which are now given them at the expense of other patrons 
of the road, but we believe it will be foimd possible to secure to the 
large majority of season ticket holders more favorable rates than they 
now enjoy." 

"The Board believes that the schedule of rates recommended by 
it accomplishes the purpose indicated, as it treats all classes of season 
ticket holders and all commimities alike, and at the same time repre- 
sents a reduction in the rates heretofore paid by a large majority of 
season ticket holders." 

" It has already been pointed out that the Board has not attempted 
at this time to determine whether the uniform rates which it has 
recommended are reasonable, or whether they may be properly 
reduced. That question the Board has reserved until it has had a 
reasonable opportunity to consider the practical operation of the 
revised schedule. The Board is prepared, however, as soon as 
practicable, to make a thorough investigation, and to recommend, 
after public hearing and full consideration, such revision or reduction 
of rates, if any, as may be found proper. " 

"At the present time there is no law requiring railroad corpora- 
tions to issue tickets to any class of pupils at any reduction from the 
regular fares. Such tickets, however, as a matter of practice, have 
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10 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

been issued by the railroad companies between certain points on their 
lines, but there has been a wide diversity in the rates charged and 
the classes of pupils who were eligible to receive them. " 

"It may be pointed out that pupils' tickets cannot be issued at 
reduced rates for interstate travel, as such rates, in the judgment of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, would be discriminatory. " 



The tariff filed covers all steam railroad corporations engaged 
in the transportation of passengers within the State except the 
Providence, Warren and Bristol Branch of The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad (which is operated by electricity and 
where a zone system of fares is in use), the Wood River Branch 
Railroad and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad. 

The tariff became effective on The New York and New Haven 
Railroad on August 1, 1913, and on the Narragansett Pier Railroad 
on September 8, 1913. 

A monthly season ticket good for forty-six rides is made avail- 
able to pupils who have not attained their twenty-first birthday 
attending public schools, normal schools, parochial schools, industrial 
schools, technical schools, private schools, colleges, business schools, 
special schools of music, theology, medicine, law and dentistry and 
all schools where higher branches of education are taught. The 
price of these tickets does not exceed one-half the price charged for 
the regular monthly sixty-ride ticket provided, however, that a 
minimum price of two dollars is charged for a distance of six miles or 
less. 
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U 



MONTHLY COMMUTATION FARES. 



Milks. 


General rates 
(60 rides.) 


Pupils' rates 
(46 rides.) 


4 or leas 


$3.15 

3.60 

4.00 

4.40 

4.80 

5.15 

5.50 

5.85 

6.15 

6.45 

6.70 

6.90 

7.00 

7.30 

7.65 

7.90 

8.20 

8.45 

8.70 

8.95 

9.20 

9.40 

9.60 

9.75 

9.90 

10.05 

10.20 

10.30 

10.40 

10.50 

10.55 

10.60 

10.65 


$2.00 


5 or less 


2.00 


6 or less 


2.00 


7 or less 


2.20 


8 or less 


2:40 


9 or less 


2.60 


10 or leas 


2.75 


11 or less 


2.95 


12 or less 


3.10 


13 or less 


3.25 


14 or less 


3.35 


15 or less 


3.45 


16 or less 


3.50 


l7orle8s 


3.65 


18 or less 


3.85 


19 or less 


3.95 


20 or less 


4.10 


21 or less 


4.25 


22 or less 


4.35 


23 or leas 


4.50 


24 or less 


4.60 


25 or less : 


4.70 


26 or less 


4.80 


27 or less 


4.90 


28 or less 


4.95 


29 or less 


5.05 


30 or less 


5.10 


31 or less 


5.15 


32 or less 


5.20 


33 or less 


5.25 


34 or less 


5.30 


35 or less 


5.30 


36 or less 


5.35 







All general rates for distances beyond thirty-five miles shall be 
based on one-half a cent per mile per ride, using the half-mile thus: 
$10.65 for thirty-six miles or less is constructed on 35.5, at half a cent 
per mile. Pupils' rates shall be one-half thereof. The amount in 
each case shall be raised sufficiently to be devisible by five. 
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12 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

It is to be noted that the regular commutation ticket formerly- 
good for fifty-four rides per month is now extended to sixty rides per 
month, making possible one hundred eighty rides for three months, as 
compared with one hundred sixty-two rides imder the former three 
months' ticket. It will also be noted that an extension of age limit 
from eighteen to twenty-one years of age is made in connection with 
the student ticket. 

The conditions in Rhode Island are in general similar to those in 
Massachusetts as regards commutation travel and these rates have 
been in effect in Massachusetts since January 1, 1913, and have 
apparently proved satisfactory. 

Similar commutation rates on the above basis have been made 
applicable to interstate passenger fares between Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts, effecting a very material reduction in the previous 
commutation fares to Attleboro, Mansfield and Boston. 

GAS REGULATION, 

The Commission at the beginning of the year secured the services 
of Edmund Cathels, an engineer with a large experience in the manu- 
facture of gas and he has been engaged in making tests of the quality 
and pressure of the gas sold by companies in various parts of the 
State. 

The Commission upon the recommendation of its engineer, fixed 
the fees for testing gas meters and ordered that a meter should be 
considered correct, if when passing gas at the rate of six cubic feet 
per hour, per light capacity, under a pressure of two inches of water, 
it shows, in comparison with a standard gas prover, an error which 
is not greater than two per cent. 

Three meter tests applications were received and in one case the 
meter was foimd to vary more than permitted. 

The matter of regulating the manufacture of gas has been given 
some consideration by the Commission, but no regulations have as 
yet been adopted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 13 

Gas manufactured and supplied in this State is known as coal 
gas and carburetted water gas, Providence Gas Company and Newport 
Gas Company using both methods, their commercial product being 
a mixed gas. The other companies operate a carburetted water 
gas process only. 

The Providence Gas Company is making coal gas in a vertical 
retort process, a quite recent invention, and considered to have some 
advantages over the usual way of manufacturing coal gas, which is in 
horizontal retorts. 

The carburetted water gas is made in apparatus known as the 
Lowe process, which is the generally accepted method of manufactur- 
ing this gas. The proportion of the mixed gas is about half and 
half. 

Newport Gas Company also operates a dual process, making coal 
gas in horizontal retorts, and carburetted water gas imder the usual 
method. 

The carburetted water gas process has many advantages that are 
impossible of attainment in a coal gas process. The rapidity and 
ease with which gas can be made, and its flexibility of operation makes 
it a very desirable process of manufacture; but the rapid increase in 
the price of gas oil used in connection with this process, is consider- 
ably checking its extension and largely curtailing the use of apparatus 
already installed. 

The Pawtucket Division of the Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric 
Company has in contemplation the installation of a coal gas process 
of the vertical retort type, which is considered one of the latest 
improvements in this type of retort. Its main feature is that it 
is continuous process, coal being fed into the top of the retort and 
coke being discharged from the bottom, both in a continuous and auto- 
matic manner. It also has the advantage that there is no smoke 
or steam noticeable, and dust is reduced to a minimum, making the 
surroundings and the operation more pleasant than under other and 
older methods. 
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14 REPORT OF PUBUC UnLITIES COMMISSION. 

Gas is supplied to Woonsocket from Pawtucket, as are also all 
intermediate localities between these two cities. The gas is de- 
livered into the Woonsocket gas plant imder a maximum pressure of 
thirty poimds per square inch, and from there distributed under 
normal pressures. 

As previously stated, Westerly, Bristol and Warren are supplied 
with carburetted water gas, while Tiverton is supplied through the 
Tiverton Gas Company, with gas made in Ffdl River, Massachusetts. 

Gas pressures have been tested and recorded in districts of the 
various gas companies of the State, the highest pressure being re- 
corded in Providence, showing a maximum of eight inches and a 
minimum of four inches. 

The lowest pressure recorded is in Newport, showing one and 
six-tenths and the maximum showing two and eight-tenths. There 
may be however, points in outlying districts of other companies that 
show equally as low pressure, but they have not been disclosed by 
tests made up to the present time. 

Periodical tests of the illuminating power of gas in Providence, 
Pawtucket and Woonsocket have also been taken and recorded, the 
maximum of Providence gas being 19.4 candles, the lowest, 15.1, and 
the average of nine tests being 16.7 candles. 

Pawtucket and Woonsocket both show an average of 20.7 candles, 
while Newport gives an average of 16.35 candles out of six tests, the 
highest being 17.77, and the lowest, 14.83 candles. 

The other companies are not provided with bar photometers, and 
the jet photometers in use are not reliable enough to go on record. 

Only three companies are provided with Calorimeters, viz.: 
Providence Gas Company, Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric 
Company, Pawtucket and Woonsocket Divisions, and all are of the 
Junker's type. 

Periodical tests were made with the following results: Providence 
highest 646 B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas, lowest 606 B. T. U. per 
cubic foot of gas, and mean 624 B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas. 
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REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 15 

Pawtucket highest 594 B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas, lowest 592 
B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas, and mean 593 B. T. U. per cubic foot 
of gas. 

Woonsocket highest 594 B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas, lowest 
592 B. T. U. per cubic foot of gas, and mean 593 B. T. U. per cubic 
foot of gas. 

The method adopted by the electric light companies for the 
inspection of their meters has been thoroughly investigated. The 
records kept by them are complete and thorough and errors through 
faulty meters are promptly adjusted as may be shown from the fact 
that in no instance has a question been raised of any faulty meter. 

COMPLAINTS. 

There were twelve complaints filed with the Commission during 
the year, five against The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company, three against The Rhode Island Company, one 
against both The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company and The Rhode Island Company, and one each against the 
Providence Gas Company, Newport Water Works Company and 
Bristol Coimty Gas and Electric Company. 

Notice of investigation was issued to the respondent in all cases 
and answers filed. In two cases, the Bradford Dyeing Association 
and Providence Board of Trade, against The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company, the complaints were withdrawn 
before notice of hearing was issued. 

In the matter of the complaint of Albert Zurlinden et al., residents 
of Manville, relative to inadequate lighting of the Manville station, 
the complaint was satisfied by the respondent. 

Hearings were ordered on five of the complaints and three hearings 
were completed. 

The complaint of Thomas F. Cosgrove et al., against the Providence 
Gas Company was among the cases assigned for hearing, but the 
matter was continued from time to time at the request of counsel 
owing to the illness of Mr. Cosgrove who has since died. 
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16 REPORT OF PUBLIC UnLITIBS COMMISSION. 

In the matter of the complaint of the city of Newport against the 
Newport Water Works Company two sessions of the Commission 
were held at the City Hall, Newport, for the purpose of taking 
testimony and numerous conferences with counsel for the complain- 
ant and respondent have been held. 

Inasmuch as the question of rates for water is involved in this 
complaint it will be necessary to make a valuation of the property of 
the respondent and an order has been entered requiring the respond- 
ent to furnish to the Commission and complainant on or before the 
17th day of January, certain data agreed upon by the coimsel and 
engineers of the parties to the case. 

In two of the cases which have not yet been heard counsel for the 
complainants were not ready to proceed at the time the Commission 
wished to assign hearing dates. 

The complaint of T. W. Duby et al.,. against The Rhode Island 
Company, alleging imjust discrimination in the rate charged between 
Providence and Dryden Heights was investigated by the Commission 
and the questions at issue being, in effect, similar to those involved in 
the complaint of the residents of Lakewood against said company 
which had been previously decided by the Commission, no hearing 
was ordered and the petition was dismissed. 

The remaining case, that of the Warren Town Council against the 
Bristol County Gas and Electric Company is under investigation. 

INFORMAL COMPLAINTS. 

As was the case during the period covered by the first annual 
report the Commission during the year received nmnerous verbal and 
informal written complaints relative to matters within the scope of 
its authority and, continuing the policy adopted upon organization, 
the matters complained of either were investigated by an agent of 
the Commission, or were taken up with the parties interested either 
by mail or at conferences and in numerous instances were adjusted to 
the satisfaction of the complainant. 
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The total number of new cases investigated upon such informal 
complaint or upon the Commission's own motion was fifty-eight, 
of which thirty-two were adjusted. 

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS. 

On the 25th day of October, train Number 26 of The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company was derailed about one 
mile east of the Westerly Station. No one was killed, but seventy- 
four passengers and three employees of the Company were injured. 

Agents of the Commission were at the scene of the accident shortly 
after it occurred and upon their report to the Commission it was 
deemed advisable to conduct a formal investigation. 

Notice was therefore issued to the railroad company, and on the 
31st day of October a joint hearing with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission was held at room 313, State House, the Federal Com- 
mission being represented by Special Agents F. A. Howard and H. D. 
Lyon. 

Testimony was given by the employees on the train involved in 
the wreck and by numerous other employees of the company. 

The testimony as presented by the various witnesses at the in- 
vestigation was confirmatory of the report of the representatives of 
the Commission who inspected the road-bed and equipment immedi- 
ately after the accident to the effect that a defective rail was the cause 
of the accident. 

The rail, which in the opinion of the Commission caused the 
accident, was forwarded to the Bureau of Standards of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor at Washington and the Commission 
is awaiting a report therefrom before recording its finding relative 
to the matter. 

Eight accidents connected with the operation of street railways 
were investigated by an agent of the Commission during the year. 
Two of these were failures of the counterweight system on College 
Hill, Providence, and The Rhode Island Company notified the Com- 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

mission's agent that additional grips would be attached to the cable 
as an added precaution against further accidents. 

Two rear end collisions were investigated and in both instances 
the agent reported that the motonnan of the second car was at fault. 

The remaining railway accidents investigated all occurred upon the 
Buttonwoods line of The Rhode Island Company, one being a derail- 
ment and the others collisions with vehicles at grade crossings. 

The derailment, in the opinion of the Commission's representative, 
was caused by a loose wheel and a more thorough inspection of cars 
was suggested. 

The accidents at the several grade crossings on this line and the 
numerous narrow escapes from accidents which came to the Commis- 
sion 's attention resulted in the consideration of the matter of some 
suitable signal device for the crossings on this line. 

The Commission has obtained considerable information relative to 
the matter but, as yet, has taken no definite action. 

RETURNS OF UTILITIES. 

The Commission as yet has not prescribed a form of return for 
utilities other than railroads and railways, although the matter of 
such returns by gas and electric lighting companies has been given 
consideration during the year. Numerous conferences have been 
held with officials of such utilities and the Commission has ascertained 
that the methods of accoimting in use by these utilities vary to a 
considerable extent. 

The form of standard classification of accoimts of the New England 
Lighting Association, that used by the Stone and Webster Manage- 
ment Association and those prescribed by various Public Service 
Commissions have been imder consideration and imdoubtedly during 
the coming year a form, containing what the Commission deems the 
best features of the various classifications will be adopted. 

The form of the returns made by railroads and railway companies 
was changed for the year. For the year 1912, the Commission used 
the forms which previously had been prescribed by the railroad 
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commissioner. These did not require the returns to be made in 
sufl&cient detail and the Commission therefore adopted the forms 
furnished by the Interstate Commerce Commission and which are 
in use in many of the States, particularly those having public service 
commissions. 

RAILROAD RETURNS. 

Annual returns for the year ending June 30, 1913, have been re- 
ceived from eight railroad corporations, the same as last year. The 
operating companies are three in number, viz. : The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, the Moshassuck Valley 
Railroad Company and the Wood River Branch Railroad. 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, in 
addition to operating its own line, operates the Boston & Providence 
Railroad Corporation, Old Colony Railroad Company, Providence, 
Warren & Bristol Railroad Company and Providence & Worcester 
Railroad Company. 

The Narragansett Pier Railroad Company is operated by The 
Rhode Island Company and the operating statistics are included in 
the statistics of street railways. 

CAPITAL STOCK. 

The total par value of capital stock outstanding of the railroads 
owning or operating lines within the State is $210,929,400.00, an 
increase of $1,063,900.00 over the amount reported last year. 

The par value of authorized capital stock amounts to $270,706, 
000.00. 

The companies having outstanding capital stock in excess of 
$1,000,000.00 are The New York, New Haven and Haitford Railroad 
Company with a total of $180,017,000.00; Boston & Providence 
Raikoad Corporation, $4,000,000.00, Old Colony Railroad Company, 
$22,294,000.00, and Providence & Worcester Railroad Company, 
$3,500,000.00. 
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FUNDED DEBT. 

The total funded debt reported amounts to $220,242,650.00, a 
decrease of $2,222,153.00. Of this total, that of The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Raikoad Company amounts to $202,844,450.00, 
which is $2,222,653.00 less than the amount reported last year. The 
Providence, Warren & Bristol Railroad Company and the Moshas- 
suck Valley Railroad Company are the only companies reporting 
no funded debt. 

The only increase in funded debt reported was by the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company, which reported an increase of $3,500.00. 

WORKING LIABILITIES. 

The total working liabilities as reported amounted to $57,121,- 
159.54, divided among the various companies as follows: The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $55,994,263.15; 
Old Colony Railroad Company, $932,147.18; Providence, Warren & 
Bristol Railroad Company, $66,895.27; Wood River Branch Railroad 
Company, $11,446.94; Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, 
$116,407.00. 

The working liabilities were increased as follows: The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $9,397,470.72; Provi- 
dence, Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, $114.00; Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company, $3,190.32; Moshassuck Valley Railroad 
Company, $28,584.18. 

The Old Colony Railroad Company reported a decrease of 
$582,252.82, making a net increase in the working Uabilities of 
$8,847,106.40. 

The total capital stock, funded debt and working liabiUties reported 
aggregate $515,401,263.85, apportioned among the several companies 
as follows : The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany, $438,855,713.15; Boston & Providence Railroad Company, 
$6,170,000.00; Old Colony Railroad Company, $36,824,347.18; 
Providence & Worcester Railroad Company, $5,000,000.00; Provi- 
dence, Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, $941,495.27; Narra- 
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gansett Pier Railroad Company, $203,800.00; Wood River Branch 
Railroad Company, $131,466.94; Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, $126,407.00. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid on the capital stock of all companies except 
the Wood River Branch Railroad and Moshassuck Valley Railroad. 

The total amount paid was $15,829,369.00, as compared with 
$16,616,996.00, the amoimt reported the previous year. 

The rates and amoimts of dividends paid were as follows: The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 73^ per 
cent, $13,486,563.00; Boston & Providence Railroad Company, 10 per 
cent^ $399,600.00; Old Colony Railroad Company, 7 per cent, 
$1,538,530.00; Providence & Worcester Railroad Corporation, 10 per 
cent, $350,000.00; Providence, Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, 
six per cent, $52,476.00; Narragansett Pier Railroad Company, two 
per cent paid by The Rhode Island Company, $2,200.00. 

The dividends paid by The New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company were $828,977.00 less than the amount paid the 
previous year. 

ASSETS. 

The total assets reported amount to $550,675,966.45, comprising 
the following items: road and equipment, $244,396,604.46; securities, 
$39,678,748.84; other investments, $137,355,758.24; working assets, 
$107,612,220.70; other assets, $21,632,634.21. 

The returns report an increase of $4,318,580.63 in the value of 
road and equipment, an increase of $4,310,999.80 in the value of 
securities, a decrease of $36,296,587.94 in other investments, an 
increase of $17,650,625.73 in the working assets, and an increase of 
$5,234,077.62 in other assets. 

LIABILITIES. 

The total liabilities as reported amount to $539,692,092.50, com- 
prising the following items: stock, $237,268,236.34; mortgage. 
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bonded and secured debt, $221,011,867.97; working liabilities, 
$57,121,159.54; other UabiUties, $24,290,828.65. 

OPERATING REVENUES. 

The total operating revenues reported amount to $68,683,705.14. 

The transportation revenues amounted to $66,810,312.46, of 
which $34,122,800.42 was freight revenues, and $32,340,829.83 was 
passenger service train revenue. 

OPERATING EXPENSES. 

The total operating expenses for the year amounted to $47,282,- 
377.77, divided as follows: maintenance of ways and structures, 
$7,905,394.94; maintenance of equipment, $9,606,822.17; traffic 
expenses, $584,041.34; transportation expenses, $27,227,207.31; 
general expenses, $1,958,912.01. 

The ratio of operating expenses to operating revenues was 68.84 per 
cent. 

NET REVENUES AND INCOME. 

The net operating revenues reported amoimted to $22,046,774.57, 
divided among the operating companies as follows: The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $22,031,- 
611.31; Wood River Branch Railroad, $1,844.99; Moshassuck 
Valley Railroad Company, $13,318.57. 

The net railway operating incomes were reported as follows: 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company^ 
$18,316,855.33; Moshassuck Valley Railroad, $12,351.13. 

The gross and net incomes reported were as follows: The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, gross, $28,380, 
640.11; net, $8,922,237.72; Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
gross $,1,881.98; net, $2,032.75, deficit; Moshassuck Valley Railroad 
Company, gross, $12,351.13; net, $394.93, deficit. 
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TRAFFIC. 

The total nilmber of passengers carried earning revenue was 
86,857,932, and the total passenger revenue, $27,901,960.87. The 
total passenger service train revenue reported was $32,340,829.83. 

The increase in the number of passengers carried over the previous 
year was 2,282,231. 

The total number of tons of freight carried earning revenue was 
26,461,554, an increase of 1,612,097 tons over the previous year. The 
total freight revenue was $34,122,800.42, and the total freight revenue 
per mile of road was $39,129.08. 

Revenue Train Mileage. 

The total revenue train mileage was 25,546,041 miles, as follows: 
freight, 8,519,505; passenger, 16,769,331; mixed, 193,255; special, 
64,350. 

Road Mileage and Equipment. 

The total mileage of road owned by railroad companies operating 
within the State is as follows: main line, 917.25 miles; branches and 
spurs, 1,774.54 miles. The total mileage operated by these companies 
is 4,797.65, and the total mileage operated within the State is 204.14 
miles. 

The equipment in service by these companies consists of 1,353 
locomotives, of which 142 are leased, and 39,790 cars, of which 641 are 
leased. . 

The cars in service are divided as follows: passenger, 2,365; 
freight, 36,203; others, 1,222. 

RAILWAY RETURNS. 

Returns were filed by 12 street railway companies, two less than 
m 1912. 

The reduction in the number was the result of the purchase by 
the Norwich & Westerly Traction Company of the Westerly & Con- 
necticut Railway Company and the Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway 
Company. 
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The operating companies filing returns were as follows: Bay State 
Street Railway Company, Newport & Providence Railway Company, 
Norwich & Westerly Traction Company and The Rhode Island 
Company. 

The non-operating railway companies filing returns were the 
Ashaway & Westerly Railway Company, Newport & Fall River 
Street Railway Company, Providence Cable Tramway Company, 
Providence & Danielson Railway Company, Pawtucket Street 
Railway Company, The Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, 
Sea View Railroad Company and Union Railroad Company. 

The Ashaway & Westerly Railway Company is operated by the 
Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, Newport and Fall River 
Street Railway Company by the Bay State Street Railway Company, 
and the other non-operating companies are all operated by The 
Rhode Island Company. 

Capital Stock. 

The total authorized shares of capital stock of the railway compa- 
nies owning or operating within the State number 521,014, with a par 
value of $52,101,400. The total par value outstanding amounts to 
$52,001,300. These figures include the capital stock of the Bay 
State Street Railway Company and the Norwich & Westerly Trac- 
tion Company, the Rhode Island lines operated by both of which 
are only a small part of the total length of road operated. 

Funded and Floating Debt. 

The total funded debt reported amounted to $31,731,700.00, an 
increase of $4,010,000.00 over that reported the previous year. The 
increases were reported by the Bay State Street Railway Company, 
and the Norwich & Westerly Traction Company. 

The total floating debt reported was $4,961,386.04, a decrease of 
$4,365,429.05. 

The Rhode Island Company's floating debt exceeded that of the 
previous year to the amoimt of $499,534.89, and the net decrease in 
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floating debt was shown in the amounts reported by the Bay State 
Street Railway Company and the Norwich & Westerly Traction 
Company. 

The total funded and floating debt reported amoimted to $36,693,- 
086.04, a decrease of $342,929.05 from the amount reported the 
previous year. 

The total outstanding capital stock, and fimded and floating debt 
reported amounted to $88,694,385.52, an increase of $1,841,970.43. 

Assets and Liabilities. 

The total assets reported amounted to $94,493,192.65, an increase 
of $1,521,079.26, and the total liabilities amoimted to $94,489,615.43. 

Expenditures for Roads. 

The total expenditures for roads and total expenditures per mile 
of road as reported is as follows : 

Total Cost 

Name of Corporation. Total Cost, Per Mile. 

Ashaway & Westerly Railway Co $80,500.00 $19,304.57 

Bay State Street Railway Co 44,314,536. 11 62,826.31 

Newport & Fall River Street Railway Co 1,909,170 . 69 102,698 . 79 

Newport & Providence Railway Co 753,892.37* 55,629.60 

Norwich & Westerly Traction Co 1 ,924,725 . 87 60,909 . 13 

Pawtucket Street Railway Co 586,201 .51 21,277.73 

Providence Cable Tramway Co 447,989 . 51 151,347 . 81 

Providence & Danielson Railway Co 1,625,023.86 62,285.31 

The Rhode Island Co 1,976,281.64 53,140.14 

Rhode Island Suburban Railway Co 10,401,766 . 15 181,405 .06 

Sea View Railroad Co 1,554,893.24 81,408.02 

Union Railroad Co '. 9,254,639.60 78,816.54 

Total $74,829,620.55 $931,049.01 

♦ Inoludee ferryboats, wharf, etc. 

Operating Revenue and Expense. 

The total operating revenue reported was $14,871,691.72, that of 
The Rhode Island Company being $5,322,646.93. 
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The operating expenses amounted to $9,396,266.65, of which 
$3,136,437.29 was reported by The Rhode Island Company. 

The total net operating revenues as reported was $5,475,425.07, 
that of The Rhode Island Company bemg $2,186,209.64. 

Net Income. 

The total net income reported was $3,099,892.01, of which $956,- 
709.77 was reported by non-operating companies. 

The surplus reported by operating companies for the year amoimted 
to $308,290.24, and by non-operating companies, $8,388.42. 

The total surplus as reported by operating companies was $1,378,- 
741.69, and by non-operating companies, $1,584,614.12. • 

Dividends. 

The total dividends paid by the companies owning or operating 
railway lines within the State amoimted to $2,761,392. The princi- 
pal increase in dividends paid was in the case of The Rhode Island 
Company, which paid a dividend of six per cent., amoimting to 
$581,130, which was double the amount paid during the previous year. 

Dividends amounting to $926,500 were paid by non-operating 
companies, and two of the operating companies, the Newport and 
Providence Railway Company and the Norwich & Westerly Traction 
Company failed to pay any. 

Mileage. 

The total mileage of lines within the State of Rhode Island as 
reported is 343.51 miles, and of this. The Rhode Island Company 
operates 294.28 miles. 

The total car mileage reported was 47,313,163.79 miles, of which 
46,588,786.17 was in the passenger service. The car mileage of 
The Rhode Island Company was as follows: passenger, 15,428,430; 
freight, 370,207. 
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Passengers Carried. 

The total number of revenue passengers carried by all the companies 
was 285,336,626, and the total number carried by The Rhode Island 
Company was 98,189,789, an increase of 5,063,110. 

The total passenger revenue was $13,970,311.57, and that of The 
Rhode Island Company was $4,900,951.16. 

Extension op Lines, Etc. 

During the year the Norwich & Westerly Traction Company put 
into operation an extension of its line from Pleasant View to Weeka- 
paug and this was the only extension reported. 

This company also reported the purchase during the year at 
foreclosure sale of the Pawcatuck Valley Street Railway Company, 
which the purchasing company had previously operated under a 



No decrease in line mileage within the State was reported and 
no important physical changes were reported. 

ACCIDENTS. 

In its first annual report, the Commission followed the custom 
established by the Railroad Commissioner and reported the accidents 
for the calendar year instead of for the period ending on June 30, 
the close of the fiscal year of railroad and railway companies. 

For the purpose of making comparisons of the number of persons 
killed and injured with the number of passengers carried and with the 
number of persons employed by utilities, it is obvious that the period 
covered by accident reports must correspond with the period covered 
by the returns made by these corporations and for this reason the 
accident statistics in the future will be for the year ending on June 30. 

In order that this change may be accomplished without a duplica- 
tion in the Commission's reports, the statistics herein contained 
are for the six months, ending June 30, 1913. 
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TOTAL ACCIDENTS. 

The total number of accidents reported for the period herein 
included was 677, in which 27 persons were killed and 688 injured. 
Of these accidents, 330 were reported by street railways companies, 
263 by railroad companies, and the remainder by various other 
utilities. 

Of the persons killed, 18 were reported by railroad companies, 
eight by railway companies and one by a gas company. The street 
railway companies reported 360 persons injured, the railroad com- 
panies 242, and other utilities 86. 

Many of these persons were injured only slightly, the companies, 
as in the past, reporting all accidents which come to their attention, 
no matter how trivial. 

Utilities Reporting Accidents. 

The number of accidents reported by the various utilities were 
as follows: 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 263 ; 
The Rhode Island Company, 329; Norwich & Westerly Traction 
Company, one; Providence Telephone Company, 19; Providence Gas 
Company, 24; Narragansett Electric Lighting Company, 30; Black- 
stone Valley Gas & Electric Company, Woonsocket Division, 4; 
Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, Pawtucket Division, 1 ; 
Bristol County Gas & Electric Company, 1 ; Providence & Fall River 
Steamboat Company, 1; Westerly Light & Power Company, 1; 
Postal Telegraph Cable Company, 1; Adams Express Company, 1; 
and East Providence Water Company, 1. 

Classification op Killed and Injured. 

Of the total number of persons killed, eight were employees of 
utilities; two were passengers; eight were travellers on the highways, 
and nine were trespassers. 
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Of the total number injured, 281 were employees of utilities; 275 
were passengers; 83 were travellers on the highways, and 16 were 
trespassers. 

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS. 

All of the railroad accidents reported were reported by The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, the principal 
operating railroad in the State. In the 263 accidents reported by 
this corporation, 18 persons were killed and 242 persons injured. 

Per Centage of Passengers, Employees, Etc. 
The percentage of passengers, employees, highway travellers 
and trespassers killed and injured during the period covered by the 
reports, to the total number of casualties is shown by the following 
table: 

Killed, Injured. Total. 

Passengers 5.55 16.12 15.39 

Employees 44.45 70.66 68.85 

Highway Travellers. 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Trespassers 50.00 5.79 8.85 

Others 0.00 7.43 6.91 

Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Character of Accidents. 

The number of person killed and injured classified by the character 
of accidents follow: Collision, two injured; overhead or side obstruc- 
tion, two killed, eight injured; coupling, one injured; falling, none 
injured; engine accidents, one injured; walking on or crossing track, 
11 killed, nine injured; getting on or ofif trains, three killed, 26 injured; 
working on track, one killed, nine injured; other, one killed, 177 
injured. 

In addition to the accidents in which persons were killed or injured, 
two collisions and two derailments were reported in which no one 
was injured. 
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Three persons were killed and 43 were injured at stations, and one 
person was killed and one injured at grade crossings. In the grade 
crossing accidents both persons were reported as trespassers, the 
victims, according to the reports, attempting to cross the tracks 
after the gates had been lowered. 

Passengers. 

One passenger was killed and 39 injured during the six months, 
the fatality being the result of an attempt to board a moving train 
.at a station. 

The character of accidents to passengers were as follows: Falling, 
1 ; walking on or crossing tracks, 1; getting on or ofif trains, 17; other, 
21. 

Employees. 

During the period covered by the report eight employees were 
killed and 171 injured. The classification of character of service 
of these employees was as follows: Trainmen, 29 injured, of whom 
8 were injured in yards; yard trainmen (switching crews), 4 killed 
and 25 injured; switch tenders, crossing tenders and watchmen, 
one injured; trackmen and bridgemen, 2 killed and 21 injured; other 
employees, 2 killed and 95 injured. 

The character of accidents to employees was as follows: Collision, 
2 injured; overhead or side obstruction, 1 killed and 8 injured; 
coupling, 1 injured; falling, eight injured; engine accident, 1 injured; 
walking on or crossing track, six killed and 3 injured; getting on or 
ofif trains, 3 injured; walking on track, 1 killed and 9 injured; other, 
136 injured. 

Trespassers. 

The number of trespassers reported killed by railroad companies 
was 9, and the number reported injured, 14. The character of these 
accidents follows: Overhead or side obstruction, 1 killed; walking 
on or crossing track, 5 killed and 5 injured, getting on or ofif trains, 
2 killed and 7 injured; other, one killed and 2 injured. 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 31 

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 

Of the 368 persons reported injured in connection with the (deration 
of street railways, 8 were fatally injured during the six months. 

The fatalities did not include any employees, the persons killed 
consisting of 7 travellers on the highways and 1 passenger. 

The injured included 236 passengers, 43 employees, 75 travellers 
on the highways, 2 trespassers and 4 persons, not trespassers. 

Character of Accidents. 

The number of persons killed and injured classified by the character 
of accidents follow : Collisions with street railway, 20 injured; collis- 
ions with vehicle, one killed and 55 injured; getting on or off moving 
car, 1 killed and 87 injured; getting on or off stationary car, 58 
injured; falling, 11 injured; stealing ride, two injured; crossing tracks, 
6 killed and 23 injured; lying on tracks, one injured; derailments, 
15 injured; other, 88 injured. 

Four collisions of street railway cars in which more than one 
person was injured were reported. 

The greatest number injured in any one of such accidents was 
eight, and the second largest number was six. 

Of coUisions with vehicles two were reported in which three 
persons were injured, one person being fatally hurt. 

In one derailment eight persons were reported injured, in another 
five, and in the other two, one each. 

From a perusal of the character of accidents it is to be seen that 
a large number of the persons injured received their injuries either 
in entering or leaving cars. While many of the injuries reported 
under this class were slight, there is always the possibility of severe 
injury, particularly in attempting to enter or leave a moving car. 
Nearly 24 per cent of the total number of persons injured were hurt 
in accidents of this character and nearly 16 per cent were hurt in 
entering or leaving stationary cars, making a total of approximately 
40 per cent of the aggregate number injured. 
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Practically, all were passengers and it therefore is obvious that 
the exercise of greater care on the part of the travelling public would 
materially reduce the number of accidents. 

Passengers. 

The character of accidents to passengers was as follows: Collision 
with street railway car, 16 injured; collision with vehicle, 3 injured; 
getting on or off moving car, one killed and 85 injured; getting on 
and ofif stationary car, 57 injured; falling from car, 4 injured; crossing 
track, 4 injured; derailment, 15 injured; other, 52 injured. 

Employees. 

The classification of character of service of employees injured was 
as follows: Motormen, 13; conductors, 16; trackmen, 1; power 
station employees, 1; carhouse and shopmen, 4; other, eight. 

The character of these accidents follows: Collision with car, 4 
injured; collision with vehicle, 2 injured; getting on or off moving 
car, 2 injured; getting on or off stationary car, 1 injured; falling, 
1 injured; other, 33 injured. 

OTHER UTILITY ACCIDENTS. 

Of the 87 persons reported injured in connection with the operation 
of utilities other than railroads or railways, 67 were employees, 9 
were travellers on the highways, one of whom was killed, and 11 
were other persons, not trespassers. 

The classification of character of service of employees injured 
was as follows: Linemen, 16; power station employees, 8; employees 
at gas plants, 11 ; employees on gas distributing systems, 9; drivers, 22 ; 
other employees, 22. 
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FORMAL COMPLAINT DECISION. 
The following formal complaint, presented in 1912, was decided: 

Earl B. Hazard et al, Complainants, ^ 

vs, I No. 2. 

The Rhode Island Company, Respondent. 

Submitted September 13, 1912. Decided April 15, 1913. 

This is a complaint made by twenty-five qualified electors of 
the State, residents and tax-payers of the village of Lakewood, in the 
town of Warwick. The substance of the complaint is that the fare 
now charged by the respondent company for transportation between 
Providence and Lakewood, ten cents, is unreasonable, excessive and 
unjustly discriminatory. 

The respondent has .filed an answer denying the allegations of 
the complaint. A hearing was held and testimony was presented on 
September 13, 1912, and arguments were made on October 18, 1912. 
Complainants were represented by P. Henry Quinn, Esq., and the 
respondent company by Nathaniel W. Smith, Esq. 

The village of Lakewood is distant from the Union Station, 
in Providence, about 53^ miles by an air line. It was originally 
served with transportation facilities furnished by a steam railroad, 
known as the Oakland Beach Railroad, which extended from the 
Union Depot, in Providence, to Auburn Junction, over the main line 
to New York and thence over the Oakland Beach Branch to Button- 
woods. This service continued up to January 15, 1900. The dis- 
tance from Providence to Lakewood by this route was 7.7 miles, and 
the fares charged were as follows: 

For a single trip ticket, fare $ .20 

Roimd trip ticket .25 

A ten trip ticket 1 .00 

Commutation ticket for 3 months 10.00 
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This commutation ticket had a redemption value where not used^ 
but the redemption value did not reduce the price per ride below that 
of the single trip ticket rate. The summer service consisted of ten 
trains each way on week days and three trains each way on Sundays. 
The winter service consisted of eight trains each way on week days 
and three trains each way on Sundays. 

In 1893, the Union Railroad Company constructed an electric line 
from the terminus of its Broad Street line at Pawtuxet Bridge, in 
the city of Cranston, to the steam railway crossing, in the village of 
Lakewood, and proceeded to maintain a twenty-minute service 
between Lakewood and Pawtuxet, the fares being three cents for a 
single trip and ten tickets for twenty cents. The length of this line 
is 1.03 miles. The distance from Providence to Lakewood Station 
by this road is 6.02 miles, being 3.75 miles through the city of Provi- 
dence, 1.24 miles through the city of Cranston, and 1.03 miles through 
the town of Warwick. 

Upon the consolidation of the Oakland Beach Branch with The 
Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company and the electrification of 
this road, the former connection of the Oakland Beach Branch with the 
steam line between Providence and New York was discontinued and 
connections were made with the lines of The Rhode Island Company 
from Elmwood Avenue and from Broad Street by way of Warwick 
Avenue to Waite Avenue, in the city of Cranston, and thence over 
a private right of way and bridge across the Pawtuxet River to connect 
with the former steam line at Silver Hook Station, a short distance 
north of the Lakewood Station. Since that time the main line to 
Lakewood has been maintained via Broad Street and Warwick 
Avenue, and thence over a private right of way to Lakewood Station, 
a distance of 5.63 miles, traversing three municipalities, being 3.29 
miles in the city of Providence, 1.47 miles in the city of Cranston, 
and .87 miles in the town of Warwick. There is an alternative 
route to Lakewood from Union Station by way of Eddy Street to 
Broad Street and thence to Lakewood, a distance of 5.26 miles, being 
2.92 miles through the city of Providence, 1.47 miles in the city of 
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Cranston, and .87 miles in the town of Warwick. It appears from 
the testimony that this route, although somewhat shorter than the 
Broad Street line, is inconvenient to the patrons, and is used principally 
during the rush hours. 

The service to Lakewood by way of the Broad Street and Warwick 
Avenue route and the Elmood Avenue route on the Buttonwoods 
line consists of ninety-nine trips each ^way, daily, by the summer 
schedule and forty-seven trips each way by the winter schedule. 
Cars run each way once in two hours over the Elmwood Avenue 
route and the remaining cars are handled by Warwick Avenue and 
Broad Street. In addition to the above schedule in the summer time, 
there are normally between forty and fifty Rocky Point line cars 
which pass Lakewood each way daily. The rate of fare from Provi- 
dence to I^akewood by these two lines is ten cents. 

By the Warwick Avenue route the first fare zone extends from 
the Union Depot in Providence to Waite Avenue, in the city of Crans- 
ton, and is 4.4 miles in length. The second fare zone extends from 
Waite Avenue to Warwick Station and is 6.49 miles in length. 

By the Elmwood Avenue route the first zone extends from the 
Union Station, in Providence, to the junction of Elmwood Avenue 
and the old steam railroad, a distance of 4.5 miles. The second fare 
zone extends from this point on Elmwood Avenue to Warwick Station, 
and is 6.82 miles in length. 

The third fare zone on the Buttonwoods line begins at Warwick 
Station and extends to Buttonwoods, a distance of 2.04 miles, with 
a transfer privilege to Apponaug, in the Town of Warwick, a further 
distance of 3.36 miles. 

A passenger from Lakewood on the Buttonwoods line upon the 
payment of the second five cent fare at Waite Avenue is entitled to a 
transfer privilege extending to any of the transfer limits within the 
city of Providence, a total possible ride varying from six miles to 
8.45 miles. A similar privilege is extended to a passenger who pays a 
five cent fare upon any of the Providence lines to transfer to the 
Buttonwoods line to Waite Avenue. 
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A comparison of the length of the first five cent fare zones extending 
from the centre of the city of Providence on the several suburban 
lines follows: 

River Point line 4.81 miles 

East Greenwich line 4.80 miles 

Bultonwoods line via Elmwood Avenue 4.50 miles 

Buttonwoods line via Broad Street 4 . 40 miles 

Woonsocket line 4.38 miles 

Buttonwoods line via Eddy Street 4.28 miles 

Warren & Bristol line 4 . 23 miles 

Attleboro connection 4. 19 miles 

Fall River connection 4. 10 miles 

Taunton connection 3.49 miles 

Danielson connection 3.34 miles 

The complainants seek to have the length of the first zone from 
Providence extended from Waite Avenue to Lakewood Station, a 
distance of 1.23 miles, which would make the total length of this zone 
5.63 miles. 

It does not appear to the Commission from the standpoint of 
the length of the present first zone, 4.40 miles, that there is any unjust 
discrimination against the village of Lakewood, as compared with 
other places similarly located upon suburban lines. To increase 
the length of this zone by 1.23 miles would make it necessary in 
justice to patrons of other suburban Unes to make similar extensions of 
their first fare zones. 

The complainants have introduced testimony to show that the 
respondent company transports passengers upon its city lines, that 
is upon lines that terminate within a single five cent zone, a longer 
distance from the centre of the city than they are now transported 
in the direction of Lakewood. Such distances from the centre of 
the city are as follows: 
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To Oaklawn 7.31 miles 

To Hughesdale 5.61 miles 

To Himt's Mills 5.14 miles 

To Manton 4.90 miles 

To Pawtucket, Pawtucket Avenue route. 4.47 miles 

To Pawtucket, East Avenue 4 . 41 miles 

The testimony of Albert T. Potter, Vice-President of The Rhode 
Island Company, who has been connected with the local street 
railways since 1866, shows that the Oaklawn line was constructed 
through an error of judgment and has never paid its operating 
expenses. It originally had a ten cent fare and was running opposi- 
tion to the steam railroad. The fare was reduced with the hope of 
stimulating traffic, but the line has never paid operating expenses. 
As to the Hughesdale line, it is testified that there is a double loading 
of the cars, one load from the centre of Providence to Olneyville 
and another to points beyond. A similar explanation was testified 
to with references to the Manton or Dyerville line, there being a 
similar double loading with Olneyville for a centre. 

It is impossible to make a fair comparison between a suburban 
line and a line which terminates within a single five cent zone. 

There is no transfer privilege extended to the passenger who boards 
the cars at Oaklawn, Hughesdale, Hunt's Mills, Manton or at the 
termini of the Pawtucket lines. It is therefore natural that such 
lines should in some cases have longer zones than others and we find 
that the zones and rates established upon these lines do not consti- 
tute an unjust discrimination. 

It has been urged by the complainants that if the distance between 
Providence and Warwick Station, 10.89 miles were equally divided, 
that the first zone would be 5.44 miles in length and that Lakewood 
Station, 5.63 miles from Providence, would be the nearest station 
and should therefore be established as the end of the first zone. It 
is admitted by the respondent company that the zones on the Button- 
woods line are unequal, but it is pointed out that this is a result of 
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the second zone, from Waite Avenue to Warwick Station, 6.49 miles 
in length, being too long, and that an equal division of the entire^ 
Buttonwoods line, 12.89 miles, into three zones, would make each 
zone 4.3 miles in length. The terminus of the second zone at Warwick 
Station was fixed ten or more years, and many people have located 
their homes there with that as a consideration, and it would work 
a great hardship upon them were this zone limit moved north to 
Longmeadow or Conimicut to effect an equal division. If the total 
possible length of ride is considered it will be noted that in connection 
with this line it is possible to ride as follows: 

Miles. Fares.. 

From maximum transfer limit in Providence to Union 

Station, and transfer 3.6) 

r OS- 
Union Station to Waite Avenue 4.4 ) 

Waite Avenue to Warwick Station 6.49 .05^ 

Warwick Station to Buttonwoods and transfer 2 . 00 j 



05- 
Buttonwoods to Division Street, East Greenwich .... 3 . 36 : 



Total 19.85 .15 

The complainants have also presented testimony showing that 
the respondent has established certain cross-town lines with a single 
five cent fare upon which passengers may be transported a greater 
total distance than they can be transported from the centre of Provi-^ 
dence in the direction of Lakewood. It is argued that if passengers, 
have a privilege of riding a^^longer distance upon these lines than upon 
the line from the centre of the city to Lakewood, that this constitutes 
a discruuination against people of Lakewood. The lines mentioned 
in the testimony are: the Dyer Avenue-Swan Point line, 7.33 miles 
in length, extending from the centre of the city 4.19 miles to Dyer 
Avenue, and 3.14 miles][to Swan Point; the Hunt's Mills-Olneyville 
line, 7.27 miles in length, extending from the centre of the city 5.14 
miles in the direction of Hunt's Mills, and 2.13 miles to Olneyville; 
the Phillipsdale-Olneyville line 5.88 miles in length, extending in 
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the direction of Phillipsdale 3.46 miles, and 2.42 miles to Olneyville; 
and the Chalkstone-Elmwood Avenue line, 5.48 miles in length, 
extending 2.42 miles in the direction of Chalkstone Avenue, and 3.08 
miles on Elmwood Avenue. While these lines enable an occasional 
passenger to travel a longer distance for five cents than the traveller 
making use of a transfer between the various transfer limits within 
the city of Providence, we do not believe that their maintenance 
constitutes an imjust discrimination and it is clear from the testimony 
that has been presented that if all passengers who made use of such 
lines travelled the maximum distance permitted, that these lines 
would be operated at a positive loss. 

The respondent has testified that the reason for the establishment 
of these lines was to relieve the congestion of cars at the centre of 
Providence, and that there is a double loading of the cars, with Provi- 
dence as a centre. 

Testimony has also been presented to show that the respondent 
company furnishes to patrons of the Crescent Park line who are 
residents of East Providence, living beyond the first five cent fare 
zone, a special ticket book of eighteen tickets for $1.00, thus giving 
them a maximum ride of 7.29 miles for 5 5-9 cents. The testimony 
shows that this concession was made to the residents of that portion of 
East Providence in consideration of the expenditure by that town of 
a large sum of money in the laying out and widening of highways 
which furnished necessary facilities to the railroad for double tracking 
their road for the proper handling of the traffic. 

We find that the maintenance of this rate entered into by an 
agreement between the town of East Providence and the respondent 
company prior to the passage of the Public Utilities law constitutes 
no unjust discrimination against the residents of Lakewood. 

The respondent company has presented figures showing the 
average costs on the system of operating expenses and taxes per car 
mile run (not including any charges for bond interest, rentals, 
dividends or rates on investments in any way) as shown by the books 
of the company and by sworn reports to the railroad commissioner 
and this Commission. 
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Year ending June 30. 


Miles nin. 


Operating expenses 
and taxes. 


Cents per 
mile run. 


1909 


12,878,456.00 
13,194,579.00 
13,606,092.00 
14,917,576.00 


$2,603,248.54 
2,838,368.97 
3,089,974.53 
3,573,187.58 


20.21 


1910 


21.51 


1911 


22.71 


1912 


23 95 







It also presented the further statement showing the figures for 
the year ending June 30, 1912, for the operation of the Warwick^. 
Buttonwoods, Rocky Point and the Pawtuxet-Lakewood cars con- 
sidered as a division, showing the total revenue, the total miles run 
and the approximate net revenues having reference to a cost of 23.95 
cents per mile run. 





Suburban Lines. 


City Lines. 


Exchange Place. 


Revenue. 


Miles run. 


Kb 


Revenue. 


Miles run. 


II 


Warwick Sta. . . 
Buttonwoods. . . 

Totals 

Rocky Point. . . 

Totals 


$10,573.75 
76,984.90 
87,558.65 
34,911.05 

122,369.70 


$63,715.26 
386,012.68 
449,727.94 
94,399.56 
544,127.50 


16.59 
19.94 
19.46 
36.98 
22.50 


$11,471.59 
56,298.37 
67,769.96 
32,360.39 

100,130.35 


$37,576.57 
191,956.69 
229,533.26 
67,210.83 
296,744.09 


30.52 
29.32 
29.52^^ 
48.14 
33.74 



Exchange Place. 



Warwick Station 

Buttonwoods 

Totals 

Rocky Point 

Totals 

Pawtuxet-Lakewood Lines 

Totals 



Totals. 



Revenue. 



$22,045.33 
133,283.27 
155,328.60 
67,271.44 
222,600.04 
4,385.09 
226,985.13 



Miles run. 



101,291.83 
577,969.36 
679,261.20 
161,610.39 
840,871.59 
44,956.61 
885,828.20 



Cents per 
mile run. 



21.76 
23. 0& 
22.86 
41.62 
26.47 
9.75 
25.62 
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Appboximatb Final Rbsults. 


Exchange Place. 


Miles run. 


Cents per mile run. 




Reve- 
nue. 


Cost. 


Net. 


Amount. 


Warwick Station 


101,291.83 
577,969.37 
679,261.20 
161,610.39 
840,871.59 
44,956.61 
885,828.20 


21.76 
23.06 
22.86 
41.62 
26.47 
9.75 
25.62 


23.95 
23.95 
23.95 
23.95 
23.95 
23.95 
23.95 


2.19d. 
.89d. 

1.09d. 
17.67 

2.52 
14.20d. 

1.67 


$2,218. 29d. 

5,143. 92d. 

7,362. 21d. 
28,556.56 
21,194.35 

6,382. Old. 
14,812.34 


Buttonwoods 


Totals 


Rockv Point 


Totals 


Pawtuxet-Lakewood Lines. . . 
Totals 







(" d " represents loss.) 

These figures show that on the basis of 23.95 cents per mile run 
as the average cost of expenses and taxes, that while on the two all 
year routes (Warwick and Buttonwoods) the revenue on the city line 
has been more than sufficient (25.52) to pay the operating cost and 
taxes, yet on the suburban lines the earnings have been 19.46 cents 
and sufficient to reduce the total revenue to 22.86 cents per mile run, 
thus producing a net loss of 1.09 cents on every mile on the two all 
year routes. 

The Rocky Point route rimning about six months of the year, in 
itself is profitable (41.62 cents per mile run in the combined city and 
suburban territory routes), but the suburban territory contributes 
very little, if any, to this revenue as the business originates largely in 
the City of Providence. Adding the revenue of the Rocky Point route 
to that of the two all year routes, the total revenues on the three 
shows 26.47 cents per mile run against a cost of 23.95 cents, or a profit 
of about 2J^ cents per mile run; however, the Pawtuxet-Lakewood line 
shows earnings of only 9.75 cents per mile run (a loss of 14.21 cents), 
thus reducing the earnings on the whole division to 25.62 cents per 
mile run or producing, after deducting the cost of 23.95 cents, an 
approximate net revenue of $14,812.34 on the combined business 
of the lines in Providence, Cranston and Warwick. This amount 
($14,812.34) equals about 8% earnings upon $185,000. The prop- 
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erty engaged in this service cost much more than $185,000 as might 
appear from the fact that the portion in Warwick is assessed for 
taxes in that town alone on a valuation of $254,014. 

The establishment of a five cent fare to Lakewood without the 
abandonment of the one mile from Pawtuxet to Lakewood, would 
in all probability immediately result in an almost complete loss of 
traffic to this line which is already operated at an annual loss of 
$6,382.01 as appears from the above figures. It is therefore clearly 
unreasonable to require the respondent company to establish a five 
cent fare and still continue the operation of this line from Pawtuxet 
at a loss which would necessarily be much larger than the present 
annual deficit. It appears from the testimony that the respondent 
company stands ready to establish a five cent fare to Lakewood, if 
it can be relieved from the loss attending the operation of this short 
line. This short line was established by the Union Railroad Company 
by authority of a vote of the Town Council of the Town of Warwick 
upon the company's petition in the following form: 

"To the Honorable, the Town Council of Warwick: 
The undersigned Union Railroad Company respectfully petition 
your Honorable Body for permission to lay rails for a single track 
with suitable turnouts and to set up poles and maintain wires thereon 
for the purposes of operating cars by electric power along and over 
the following route, to wit, viz.: Beginning at the line of the City 
of Cranston in Pawtuxet, thence through the main street to Fair 
Street, Fair Street to South Fair Street, South Fair Street to Atlantic 
Avenue, Atlantic Avenue to Washington Street, Washington Street 
to Munroe Street, at the steam railway crossing to the Village of 
Lakewood. 

Signed, 

Union Railroad Company, 

Nelson W. Aldrich, 

Pre side nt 
Providence, March 10, 1893." 

The record of the Town Council under date of March 13, 1893, sets 
forth that "the petition of the Union Railroad Company to lay rails 
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and set up poles and maintain wires on certain streets as shown upon a 
plat for the operation of electric cars from Pawtuxet to Lakewood is 
granted." This petition and record is the only contract or under- 
standing between the Town of Warwick and the Union Railroad 
Company relative to the location and continuance of this Pawtuxet- 
Lakewood line, other than that which would result from the accept- 
ance of the location and the construction and operation of the road. 

The complainants have alleged that the ten-cent fare charged 
between Providence and Lakewood is unreasonable and excessive. 

The burden of proof is on the complainants. 

No testimony was introduced on this point other than that of Mr. 
Albert T. Potter, Vice-President, and of Albert E. Potter, General 
Manager, of the respondent company. 

"Q. (By Mr. Bliss) Do you know of a city of a similar size to 
Providence, do you know the average distance that passengers 
may be carried from the center of the city for a five-cent fare? 

Ans. Not from memory. You can get rough estimates, but it 
might not be correct, but it has always been considered that you 
can't carry a passenger five miles for five cents and live. That has 
been the general experience always, but if you can get, as I said before, 
three or four fares you can go fifteen miles by keeping picking them 
up. That proved true in New York. When the elevated road went 
on, the Metropolitan stock went to smash. As soon as the railroad 
started, the Metropolitan did better than ever before they took people 
two or three blocks and they got no credit. Take the Broad Street- 
Pawtuxet route; it looks as though it does a good business, but every 
trip is going five miles for five cents. The little roads on either side 
of it are far better roads than it is. 

C. Q. 211. (By Mr. Quinn) Are you familiar with the city of 
Philadelphia street car (system)? 

Ans. I was never where they are but once in my life. 

C. Q. 212. Are you aware that they can ride fifteen miles for 
five cents? 
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Ans. Yes, but because you get two or three different sets of 
passengers, — ^but going from here to Pawtuxet you only get one.'' 

(Testimony of A. T. Potter, pages 114, 115.) 

*'Q. 12. Have you felt you could afford to extend this fare 
zone to Lakewood? 

Ans. Well, it is pretty generally conceded that suburban lines 
must receive a minimum of a cent and a half per car mile, per pas- 
senger, in order to be able to pay operating expenses. That is not 
only our personal experiences here, but engineers, experts pretty gen- 
erally over the country have recognized that as the figures. '' 

(Testimony of A. E. Potter, page 123.) 

The testimony shows that the territory from Waite Avenue to 
Silver Hook Station has practically no population to be served, and 
a similar condition exists between Silver Hook Station and Lakewood. 

While we believe that the five-cent fare limits should be extended 
promptly in all directions as quickly as the increase of population 
and travel warrant the same, this question must be determined upon 
the facts of each particular case, rather than by arbitrarily fixing these 
zones of equal length upon all lines. While the higher earnings 
of the lines on the central part of the systems should be used in making 
suitable extensions of service in the suburbs, this rule must be applied 
in a reasonable manner, otherwise the central sections may be de- 
prived of improvements in the service to which they may be justly 
entitled. 

The only testimony presented on the question of the amount of 
travel upon the main route between Providence and Lakewood 
showed that from September 4th to 10th, 1912, the passengers going 
to and coming from Lakewood averaged 1.1 on each trip. 

Under all the facts and circumstances of this case, we must find 
that so long as the respondent company is required to operate the 
Lakewood-Pawtuxet line, the present ten-cent fare on the main Une 
can not be considered imreasonable and excessiye. 

We find that the traffic of this line justified, the establishment of 
a five-cent fare to Lakewood by the respondent company upon its 
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being relieved of the maintenance of the short Pawtuxet-Lakewood 
line. 

It appears from the testimony that the respondent company is 
willing to establish such a fare when so relieved, and inasmuch as 
we find it to be an unreasonable requirement to establish such a fare 
while it continues to be burdened with the operation of the small line, 
we will not enter an order at this time, but will leave the matter open 
to be taken up on the question of the entry of a proper order should 
the respondent be granted permission by thie Town Council of War- 
wick to abandon the short Pawtuxet-Lakewood line. 

Dated this 15th day of April, A. D. 1913. 

WILLIAM C. BLISS, 
SAMUEL E. HUDSON, 
ROBERT F. RODMAN. 

Commissioners. 

FORMAL COMPLAINT CASES. 
The following formal complaints have been presented. 
Charles H. McKenna et al. 



vs. 

The New York, New Haven 

AND Hartford Railroad 

Company. 



No. 10. 



C. H. McKenna, Esq., for complainant. 
N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging discrimination by failure to provide commutation rates 
between Providence and Barrington. 
Heard. 
Decision pending. 
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Bradford Dyeing Association 



vs. 



The New York, New Haven 
AND Hartford Railroad 
Company. 



No. 11. 



Mr. George W. Collier, for complainant. 
N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging unreasonable, unduly prejudicial and discriminatory rate 
on coal from South Providence and Harbor Junction to Bradford. 
Notice of investigation issued. 
Complaint withdrawn. 



Thomas F. Cosgrove et al. 

vs. ' No. 12. 

Providence Gas Company. 

H. D. Glendinning, Esq., for complainant. 

Edwards & Angell, for respondent. 

Alleging that minimum charges is unreasonable and unjust. 

Notice of investigation issued. 

Answer filed and hearing date assigned. 

Passed. 



Albert Zurlinden et al. 
vs. 
The New York, New Haven 
AND Hartford Railroad 
Company. 



No. 13. 



N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging inadequate service by early closing of Manville Station. 

Notice of investigation issued. 

Complaint satisfied. 
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Providence Board of Trade 

vs. 
The Rhode Island Company 
AND The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company. 
Mr. G. W. Collier, for complainant. 
N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondents. 

Alleging discrimination in refusing to electrify rail connection at 
Merchants & Miner's Wharf. 
Notice of investigation issued. 
Complaint withdrawn. 



No. 15. 



Edward L. Spencer et al. 

vs. 
Newport Water Works 

Company. 
J. A. Sullivan, for complainant. 

Alleging imjust and inequitable rates and practices detrimental to 
the health of the residents of Newport. 
Heard in part. 

T. W. Duby et al. 

vs. No. 16. 

The Rhode Island Company. 

N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging imjust and discriminatory rate between Providence and 
Dryden Heights. 

Notice of investigation issued. 

Upon investigation of this petition and complaint the Commission 
finds that the questions at issue are, in effect, similar to those involved 
in the case of Earl B. Hazard et al. vs. The Rhode Island Company, 
and is of the opinion that a formal hearing would furnish no addi- 
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tional information that would warrant an order at this time changing 
the present rate, and it is 
Ordered, That the petition and complaint be denied and dismissed. 

East Providence Town 

Council 

vs. 

The New York, New Haven 

AND Hartford Railroad 

Company. 
J. A. Cahill, Esq., for complainant. 
N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging unreasonable, excessive and imjustly discriminatory fare 
between East Providence and Providence. 
Notice of investigation issued, and answer filed. 
Pending. 

Johnston Town Council 1 

vs. \ No. 18. 

The Rhode Island Company. J 

J. E. Dooley, Esq., for complainant. 

N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging excessive, unreasonable and unjustly discriminatory fare 
between Pocasset and Providence. 

Heard. 

Pending. 

Daniel B. Lambert et al. 1 

vs. \ No. 19. 

The Rhode Island Company. J 

Quinn & Kernan, for complainant. 

N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging unreasonable, excessive and unjustly discriminatory fare 
between Norwood and Providence. 

Notice of investigation issued and answer filed. 

Pending. 
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G. C. Stillman et al. 
(Providence Fruit & Produce 
Exchange) 

vs, \ No. 20. 

The New York, New Haven 
AND Hartford Railroad 
Company. 

Mr. G. C. Stillman, for complainant. 
N. W. Smith, Esq., for respondent. 

Alleging unreasonable burden upon shippers by rule requiring 
freight to be delivered at certain doors according to destination. 
Heard. 
Decision pending. 



No. 21. 



Town Council of Warren 
vs. 
Bristol County Gas & 
Electric Company. 
Jencks, Burbank & Lindemuth, for complainant. 
John Henshaw, Esq., for respondent. 
Alleging the furnishing of inferior gas and excessive rate. 
Notice of investigation issued and answer filed. 
Pending. 

ORDERS. 

The following orders, other than those upon formal complaints, 
have been entered: 

In re notice to claimants in matter of condemnation of certain 
lands in the City of Providence by The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company and the City of Providence as provided 
by Section 5 of Chapter 737 of the Public Laws of 1911. 
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Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered^ That notice as required by said section be published 
by advertisement in the Providence Daily Journal and the Evening 
Tribune on the 16th, 18th, 23rd and 25th days of January, A. D. 
1913, said notice to be in the following form : 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLAN- 
TATIONS. 

Office of Public Utilities Commission, 

Providence, R. I., January 8, 1913. 

In re condemnation of certain 
lands in the City of Providence 
by The New York, New Haven* \ 018 
and Hartford Railroad Company 
and the City of Providence. 

Notice of time and place for hearing claims. 

The imdersigned, members of the Public Utilities Commission of 
the State of Rhode Island, required by law in the above entitled 
matter to determine the amount of damages, if any, suffered by those 
claimants, respectively (deducting therefrom all benefits which may 
accrue to such claimants, respectively), who have filed claims with 
said Public Utilities Commission in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 737 of the Public Laws, entitled '^ An Act to abolish certain 
grade crossings in the City of Providence,'' as amended by Chapter 
795 of the Public Laws, passed at the January Session, A. D. 1912, 
hereby give notice that they have fixed the 27th day of January, 
A. D. 1913, at 10 o'clock, A. M., as the time, and Room 313, in the 
State House, in the City of Providence, as the place for hearing all 
such claimants as to the amount of damages, if any, suffered by them, 
respectively (deducting therefrom all benefits which may accrue 
to them respectively). 

January 8, 1913. No. 23. 
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Application of the Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power 
Company for authority to amend rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power 
Company, for good cause shown, be and it hereby is authorized to 
amend the tariff heretofore filed by it by substituting in place of 
"Short term hotel rate six months or less^^ the words, "hotel rate,'' 
the same to become operative upon the filing of the amended tariff 
with the Commission. 

Januarys, 1913. No. 24. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to grant 
free transportation. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the approval of the Commission be given to the 
granting, by said The Rhode Island Company, of free transportation 
to the employees of said Providence Telephone Company according to 
the terms of said agreement, until the termination of said agreement, 
June 1, 1913. 

January 8, 1913. No. 25. 

Application of The Pullman Company for authority to establish 
rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Pullman Company 
be and it hereby is authorized to establish without the statutory 
publication and notice to the Commission, certain rates as shown in 
the proposed tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1 of said Company, a copy of 
which accompanies and is made a part of said application, said tariff 
to supersede and take the place of rates on like traffic from and to 
points within the State of Rhode Island which are set forth in the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company's tariff, 
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R. I. P. U. C, No. 19, and supplement No. 3 thereto, said tariff to 
become effective January 26, 1913, if filed with the Commission on or 
before said date. 
January 22, 1913. No. 26. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to establish without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission the following rates between Providence and Wickford 
via Wickford Junction, viz. : 

"Three (3) months' commutation fare, $26.10, 
One (1) month commutation fare, 12.50,'' 

said rates to be published in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 50, and to become 
effective five days after filing thereof with the Commission. 
January 22, 1913. No. 27. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company to establish fares. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, be and it hereby is author- 
ized to establish without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission fares for seats on limited trains, including transportation; 
charges for de luxe sleeping car rooms, including transportation ; refund 
of extra fare charges on limited trains when such trains are thirty 
minutes or more late; charges for use of private party cars 850 and 
950; charges for special dining cars for exclusive use; and miscel- 
laneous rules and regulations in connection with all of such fares and 
charges; all of such fares, charges, refunds and rules and regulations 
to be as provided in the proposed tariff filed with and made a part of 
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the application and to be published in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No 53, 
and to become effective three days after the 'filing thereof with the 
Commission. 

January 28, 1913. No. 28. 

Application of Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Woonsocket Division, for authority to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Blackstone Valley 
Gas & Electric Company, Woonsocket Division, be and it hereby 
is authorized to establish, without the statutory publication and 
notice to the Commission, the rates provided in said Sup. No. 1 to 
B.. I. P. U. C, No. 11, said rates to become effective February 14, 
1913. 

February 14, 1913. No. 30. 

In re providing for the examination and testing of gas meters and 
fixing fees for such testing. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, (1) That a meter will be considered correct, if when 
passing gas at the rate of six cubic feet per hour, per light capacity, 
under a pressure of two inches of water, it shows, in comparison 
with a standard gas p rover, an error which is not greater than two 
per cent; 

(2) That the fees for testing gas meters shall be as follows: 

3 light to 30 light meter, inclusive $1 .00 

45 light to 60 light meter, inclusive 1 . 50 

60 light to 80 light meter, inclusive 2.00 

100 light to 150 light meter, inclusive 2 . 50 

200 light to 250 light meter, inclusive 3.00 

February 26, 1913. No. 31. 
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Application of the Providence Gas Company for authority to 
establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Providence Gas Company 
be and it hereby is authorized, to establish without the statutory 
publication and notice to the Commission, the following rate, "Mini- 
mum price of gas to consumers who use during the calendar year 
10,000,000 cubic feet or more of gas, 75 cents net per 1,000 cubic feet, ^' 
said rate to become effective and to be charged for all gas consumed 
after April 1, 1913. 

March 7, 1913. No. 32. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement tariff, '*F. S. Davis, Agent ^s, 
R.I.P.U.C.,No. 1.'' 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, said tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1, said tariff to become 
effective five days after the filing thereof, but not earlier than March 
17, 1913. 

March 7, 1913. No. 33. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to grant 
special rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said The Rhode Island Company be and it hereby is 
authorized, until further order of the Commission, to grant special 
rates, amoimting to seventy-five per cent of the published tariff rates 
on file with the Commission, upon special chartered passenger cars 
furnished from time to time, for the transportation for public pur- 
poses of the officers and enlisted men of the National Guard and the 
Naval Militia of the State. 

March 11, 1913. No. 34. 
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Application of the Bay State Street Railway Company for author- 
ty to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Bay State Street 
Railway Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission certain 
rates filed with said application, described as ''Power Rates'' and 
to be designated as R. I. P. U. C, No. 7. 

March 11, 1913. No. 35. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to grant special rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, until further order of the Commission, said The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it 
hereby is authorized to furnish passenger transportation to the 
publishers of newspapers and magazines and to their employees 
in return for advertising in such newspapers and magazines at full 
rates. 

March 13, 1913. No. 36. 

Application of The Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company 
(The Rhode Island Company, lessee), for consent to laying and 
maintaining a track in the town of Warwick. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and it hereby is given to said Rhode Island Suburban 
Railway Company (The Rhode Island Company, lessee), to lay 
said track across those certain streets, highways and travelled ways 
at grade, as shown upon plan number 5345-B-2, dated November 1, 
1912, "Proposed freight spur for Crompton Mills, Crompton, R. I.,'' 
authority for the laying and maintaining of said track having been 
granted by said town of Warwick. 

March 18, 1913. No. 37. 
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Application of Providence Telephone Company to grant special 
rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the approval of the Commission hereby is given to 
the Providence Telephone Company to grant special rates to the 
following: 

(1) Persons granting said Telephone Company rights to locate 
poles or wires or other privileges where such rights or privileges were 
granted previous to the passage of the Public Utilities Act, the 
granting of such special rates seeming to the Commission to be re- 
quired in the interest of the public and not being unjustly discrimi- 
natory. 

(2) Utilities in exchange for service as follows: 

Bay State Street Railway, Newport, R. I.; Jamestown & Newport 
Ferry Company; The Rhode Island Company and The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 

March 19, 1913. No. 38. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement passenger tariff, R. I. P. U. C, 
No. 16. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, said tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 16, said tariff to become 
effective April 29, 1913. 

April 22, 1913. No. 44. 
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Application of the Union Railroad Company (The Rhode Island 
Company, lessee), for consent to the laying and maintaining of a 
track in Friendship Street and a crossover in Dorrance Street, in the 
city of Providence, 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in writing, 
be and the same hereby is given to said Union Railroad Company, 
(The Rhode Island Company, lessee), to lay and maintain said tracks 
across those certain streets, highways and travelled ways at grade 
as shown on that certain plan nimiber 6842-B-5, dated February 10, 
1913, "Proposed location of track in Friendship Street and crossover 
in Dorrance Street, " R. I. P. U. C, No., 79. 

May 7, 1913. No. 45. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement its freight tariff, R. I. P. U. C, 
No. 119. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, said tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 119, for the purpose of 
changing "Centrevale, R. I. " on the title page and page six therein to 
" Centreville, R. I., " said changes to be published in supplement No. 1 
to said tariff, and said supplement to become effective five days after 
filing, but not earlier than June 1, 1913. 

May 14, 1913. No. 46. 

Application of the Providence Telephone Company for authority 
to amend its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Providence Telephone 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to amend without the statu- 
tory publication and notice to the Commission, said tariff, R. I. P. 
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U. C, No. 1, for the purpose of reducing the toll charge between 
Jamestown and Newport from ten cents to five cents, said reduction 
to be published in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1 A, and said tariff to become 
effective June 1, 1913. 
May 26, 1913. No. 47. 

Application of the Wood River Branch Railroad Company for 
authority to establish fares. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said Wood River Branch 
Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, commuta- 
tion and ten trip passenger fares between Hope Valley and Wood 
River Junction and Hope Valley and Woodville as shown in its tariff, 
R. I. P. U. C, No. 4, filed with the Commission May 13, 1913, said 
tariff to become effective on the date of filing. 

May 26, 1913. No. 48. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company to amend tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company, be and it hereby is authorized to establish certain passenger 
fares without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
said fares to be contained in Supplement No. 1 to R. I.P.U. C, No. 30, 
and Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C, No. 35, filed with the Com- 
mission May 31, 1913, to become effective June 1, 1913. 

May 31, 1913. No. 49. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for consent to laying and maintaining a temporary track 
across a temporary track of The Rhode Island Company in the City 
of Pawtucket. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, New 
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Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, to lay and maintain said 
track across said track of said The Rhode Island Company as shown 
on that certain plan designated " Pawtucket-Central Falls grade 
crossing commission, plan showing temporary grade crossing of 
construction track with The Rhode Island Company's street railway 
tracks. Dexter Street, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, May, 1913. " 
June 4, 1913. No. 50. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company to supplement tariff 
No. 35: 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement said tariff, 
R. I. P. U. C, No. 35, without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission for the purpose of putting into effect a reduced 
rate of fare between Providence and Crescent Park, said rate to be 
as shown in supplement No. 2 to said tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 35, 
filed with said application, said supplement to become effective 
June 5, 1913. 

June 5, 1913. No. 51. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to lay additional track across Sherman 
Street, Pawtucket. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in writing, 
be and it hereby is given to said The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company to lay and maintain an additional 
track across that certain street, highway, turnpike or travelled way 
at grade, viz. : Sherman Street, Pawtucket, as shown on that certain 
plan, entitled "Proposed crossing of construction track at Sherman 
Street, Pawtucket, R. I., May 31, 1913." 

June 5, 1913. No. 52. 
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Petition of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for permission to abandon the Central Falls Station. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is granted 
permission to abandon said station at Central Falls. 

Jmie 9, 1913. No. 53. 

Application of the Jamestown and Newport Ferry Company for 
authority to amend its tariffs without the statutory publication 
and notice. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedj That, for good cause shown, said Jamestown and Newport 
Ferry Company be and it hereby is authorized to amend its tariffs 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission 
for the purpose of reducing the rate on its twenty trip tickets for 
automobiles, said reduction to be from five to four dollars for 
single and nine to eight dollars for double automobiles and to be 
published in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 4, said tariff to become effective 
on Jime 5, 1913, the date of filing of the application for establishing 
said rate. 

June 9. 1913. No. 54. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for consent to laying and maintaining a temporary track 
across Central Street, Central Falls. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in writ- 
ing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Compay, to lay and maintain an addi- 
tional track for construction purposes across that certain street, 
highway, turnpike or travelled way at grade, viz.: Central Street, 
Central Falls, as shown upon that certain plan, entitled "Pawtucket- 
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Central Falls grade crossing commission, plan showing construc- 
tion tracks from Pacific Street to city line, Central Falls, R. I., scale 
1"-100', Jmie, 1913/' 
Jmie 25, 1913. No. 55. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to estab- 
lish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, special rates 
for the transportation of the baggage and effects of the Rhode Island 
National Guard from Woonsocket, Pawtucket and Providence to 
Saunderstown and return on the dates designated in said applica- 
tion, said rates to be as specified in said application and to be filed 
with the Commission at least five days before the 13th day of July, 
1913. 

June 30, 1913. No. 56. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to establish rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to establish without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, a rate on ice of seventy cents per ton of two thousand 
pounds with a minimum car load of twenty net tons from Pascoag 
(Providence Ice Company's siding at Wallum Lake) to Cranston, 
subject to the provisions contained in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 37, 
relative to shipments from said siding, said tariff to be filed with the 
Commission one day before the date upon which it is to become 
effective. 

July 2, 1913. No. 57. 
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Application of the Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Woonsocket Division, for authority to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said Blackstone Valley 
Gas & Electric Company, Woonsocket Division, be and it hereby is 
authorized to establish without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, rates for electric and gas service to become 
effective as of July 1, 1913, as shown in tariffs filed with said applica- 
tion and designated as follows: 

Electric Service. 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 1 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 12 

Gas Service. 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 1 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 2 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 3 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 4 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 5 
Supplement No. 1 to R. I. P. U. C. No. 6 
July 2, 1913. No. 58. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to estab- 
lish rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a special rate 
of twenty dollars for one car for the transportation of the baggage 
and effects of the Rhode Island National Guard from Providence 
to Saunderstown on July 13, 1913, and a similar rate from Saunders- 
town to Providence for the return of said baggage and effects on 
July 20, 1913, the tariff to be filed with the Commission on or before 
July 12, 1913. 

July 9, 1913. No. 59. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to amend 
passenger tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedj That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island Com- 
pany be and it hereby is authorized to amend its passenger tariff, 
R. I. P. U. C, No. 35, without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission for the purpose of extending the transfer privilege 
in the town of East Providence, the change Id said tariff to be as 
appears in Supplement No. 3 to said R. I. P. U. C. No., 35, filed with 
said application and said tariff to become effective July 9, 1913. 

July 9, 1913. No. 60. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to lay and maintain temporary tracks across 
certain streets in Central Falls. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, to lay and maintain addi- 
tional tracks for construction purposes in and across those certain 
streets, highways, turnpikes or travelled ways at grade, in the city of 
Central Falls, as shown upon that certain plan, entitled "Pawtucket- 
Central Falls grade crossing commission, plan showing construction 
track 3'-0" gauge between Jenks and Foundry Streets, Central 
Falls, R. I., July, 1913.'' 

July 16, 1913. No. 61. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to establish commutation rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to establish without the statutory publication and notice to the 
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Commission, commutation rates between points on said The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and The Rhode 
Island Company (Narragansett Pier Division), as shown by the 
memorandimi attached to and made a part of said application and 
likewise to put into effect up to and including June 30, 1914, com- 
mutation rates involving transportation wholly within the state of 
Rhode Island on the basis of the rates established by tariff, R. I. P. 
U. C, No. 74, all of said rates to be published in supplements to said 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 74, and to become effective upon five days ^ 
notice, but not earlier than August 1, 1913. 
July 23, 1913. No. 62. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to establish freight rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, its freight tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 56, for the purpose 
of putting into effect rates as set forth in said application, said 
tariff to become effective three days after the filing thereof with 
the Commission. 

July 23, 1913. No. 63. 

Application of the Bay State Street Railway Company for authority 
to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said the Bay State Street 
Railway Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish, 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
a special round trip rate of fifteen cents between Island Park and the 
State Line, said tariff to become effective July 23, 1913, and to expire 
October 1, 1913. 

July 23, 1913. No. 64. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to estab- 
lish commutation rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to establish without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, cummutation 
rates between points on the Narragansett Pier Division of said 
company, as shown in its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 39, filed with said 
application, said rates to become effective on August 2, 1913. 

August 2, 1913. No. 65. 

Application of Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for 
authority to establish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Electric 
Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commsission, 
its tariffs, R. I. P. U. C, numbers 4 and 6, for the purpose of putting 
into effect a reduction in the power rates therein established, said 
reduced rates to be as shown in supplement No. 1 to each of said 
tariffs, filed with said application and to be effective on electricity 
furnished on and after July 1, 1913. 

August 6, 1913. No. 66. 

Application of the Bay State Street Railway Company for approval 
to granting free transportation to police officers. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the approval of the Commission be and the same 
hereby is given to the granting, by said Bay State Street Railway 
Company, of free transportation within the city of Newport to the 
chief of police and paid police officers of said city and to the granting 
of free transportation to the chiefs of police, town sergeants and paid 
police officers of the towns of Middletown, Portsmouth and Tiverton, 
within the respective towns by which said officers are elected. 

August 6, 1913. No. 68. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to estab- 
lish rates. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory pubUcation and notice to the Commission certain 
passenger rates on its Narragansett Pier Division, said rates to be 
as shown in Supplement No. 1 to its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 21, filed 
with said application and to become effective August 10, 1913. 

August 9, 1913. No. 69. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to amend 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, tariff R. 
P. U. C, No. 40, filed with said application, said tariff providing 
for a change in the form of reduced rate tickets applying on the River- 
side-Crescent Park line and for an extension of the transfer privilege 
in the town of East Providence, said tariff No. 40, to cancel tariff, 
R. I. P. U. C, No. 35, and to become effective August 10, 1913. 

August 9, 1913. No. 70. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to supple- 
ment tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its passenger 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 40, for the purpose of putting into effect an 
extension of the transfer privilege in the town of East Providence 
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as contained in supplement No. 1 to said tariff filed with said applica- 
tion, said supplement to become effective August 13, 1913. 
August 13, 1913. No. 71. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to laying 
and maintaining tracks in Plainfield Street, Providence. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in writ- 
ing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island Com- 
pany to lay and maintain tracks in Plainfield Street, in the city of 
Providence and across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or 
travelled ways at grade as shown on that certain plan No. 8093-B-2, 
dated July 9, 1913, entitled "Proposed double track in Plainfield 
Street from Webster Avenue to Sanford Street, Providence, R. I.,^' 
said plan having been filed with said application and authority for 
laying said tracks having been granted by said city of Providence 
by Chapter 586 of the ordinances thereof, approved August 6, 1913. 

August 13, 1913. No. 72. 

Application of the Wickf ord Light & Water Company for authority 
to establish rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Wickford Light and 
Water Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1, for the purpose of putting into effect a 
reduction in the short-term residence lighting rate therein established, 
said reduced rate to be as shown in Supplement No. 1 to said 
tariff filed with said application and to be effective on electricity 
furnished subsequent to the meter readings in July, 1913. 

August 27, 1913. No. 74. 
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Application of the Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power 
Company for authority to establish rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Pier 
Electric Light & Power Company, be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement, without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1, for the purpose of putting 
into effect a reduction in the short-term residence lighting rate 
therein established, said reduced rate to be as shown in Supplement 
No. 2 to said tariff filed with said application and to be effective 
on electricity furnished subsequent to the meter readings in July, 
1913. 

August 27, 1913. No. 75. 

AppHcationof The Rhode Island Company for approval to granting 
free transportation. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That, until further order, the approval of the Commission 
be granted to the giving by The Rhode Island Company of free 
transportation in private cars to guests of, and when accompanied by, 
an official of said company. 

August 27, 1913. No. 76. 

Application of the Union Railroad Company (The Rhode Island 
Company, lessee), for consent of the Commission to the laying and 
maintaining of tracks in Smith Street or Powder Mill Turnpike, in the 
town of Johnston. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedy That the consent of the Commission expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said Union Railroad 
Company (The Rhode Island Company, lessee), to lay and maintain 
tracks in Smith Street or Powder Mill Turnpike across any street, 
highway, turnpike or travelled way at grade and also to lay a tem- 
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porary track across the tracks of The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company at grade, said tracks to be laid as shown 
on that certain plan designated "Proposed location of track in Smith 
Street or Powder Mill Turnpike, Johnston, R. I., August 1, 1913/' 
August 29, 1913. No. 77. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to file 
tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a passenger 
tariff for the purpose of establishing a pupils ' cummutation rate on 
the Narragansett Pier Division as shown in tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 42 , 
And a tariff of charges for substitute commutation tickets to replace 
lost commutation tickets and rules governing the redemption of 
1;ickets to apply on the Narragansett Pier and Sea View Divisions 
as shown in tariff, R. I. P. U. C. No. 43, both of said tariffs being filed 
with said application and to become effective September 8, 1913. 

September 3, 1913. No. 78. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to reissue tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is author- 
ized to reissue its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 146, for the purpose of cor- 
recting a clerical error in said tariff, as shown in said application, said 
reissued tariff to take the next consecutive tariff number and to become 
effective three days after the filing thereof, but not earlier than Sep- 
tember 24, 1913. 

September 12, 1913. No. 79. 
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Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to put into effect without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, Supplement No. 26 to R. I. P. U. C, No. 37, filed 
August 27, 1913, for the purpose of putting into effect commodity 
rates on ice, said supplement to become effective September 17, 1913. 

September 17, 1913. No. 80. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to supple- 
ment passenger tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission its passenger 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 40, for the purpose of extending its transfer 
zone into the city of Cranston, as shown in supplement No. 2 to said 
tariff, filed with said application, said supplement to become effective 
September 24, 1913. 

September 24, 1913. No. 81. 

Application of the Bristol County Gas & Electric Company for 
authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Bristol County Gas 
& Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement^ 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 3, for the purpose of putting into effect the 
rates shown in Supplement No. 2 to said tariff, filed with said appli- 
cation, said rates to become effective on electricity furnished subse- 
quent to meter readings in October, 1913. 

October 8, 1913. No. 82. 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 71 

Application of the East Greenwich Electric Company for authority 
to supplement tariff . 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderedf That, for good cause shown, said East Greenwich 
Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 3, for the purpose of puttmg into effect 
the rates shown in Supplement No. 2 to said tariff, filed with said 
application, said rates to become effective on electricity furnished 
subsequent to meter readings in October, 1913. 

October 8, 1913. No. 83. 

Application of the Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for 
authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Electric 
Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 3, for the purpose of putting into effect the 
rates shown in Supplement No. 2 to said tariff, filed with said appli- 
cation, said rates to become effective on electricity furnished subse- 
quent to the meter readings in October, 1913. 

October 8, 1913. No. 84. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for consent to laying additional track across Elm Street, 
Newport. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Order edy That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to lay and maintain an addi- 
tional track across that certain street, highway, turnpike or travelled 
way at grade, viz. : Elm Street, Newport, as shown upon that certain 
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plan, entitled "New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, Old 
Colony Division, proposed extension of track across Elm Street, 
Newport, R. I., September 30, 1913." 
October 15, 1913. No. 85. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for consent to laying and maintaining temporary tracks 
across Plainfield Street and Hartford Avenue, Providence. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to lay and maintain a tem- 
porary track across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or 
travelled ways at grade, viz. : '^ Plainfield Street and Hartford Avenue, 
Providence, as shown upon that certain plan, entitled '^New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad, Pascoag Branch, Providence 
Division, plan showing temporary crossings of Plainfield Street and 
Hartford Avenue, elimination of grade crossings, Olneyville, Provi-^ 
dence, R. I., October 1, 1913." 

October 15, 1913. No. 86. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good casue shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and H artford Railroad Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission its freight tariffs, R. I. P. U. C, No. 37, for the purpose 
of putting into effect the commodity rates on ice between Pascoag 
(Wallima Lake), Fields, Georgiaville, Primrose, Tarkiln and Olney- 
ville, as sh own in Supplement No. 28 to said tariff, said rates to be 
of the same force and effect as though contained in said tariff No. 
37 on the date of the filing of said tariff, said rates having been in 
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effect previous to the effective date thereof and having been omitted 
from said tariff through clerical error. 
October 15, 1913. No. 87. 

Application of Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Woonsocket Division, for authority to amend tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Blackstone Valley 
Gas & Electric Company, Woonsocket Division, be and it hereby 
is authorized to supplement its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 02, for the 
purpose of putting into effect a rate for arc lamps, as shown in supple- 
ment No. 1 to said tariff, filed with said application, said rate to 
become effective on electricity furnished subsequent to September 
30, 1913. 

October 15, 1913. No. 88. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for consent to laying and maintaining track. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to the laying and maintaining 
of an additional track across that certain street, highway, turnpike 
or travelled way at grade, viz.: East School Street, Woonsocket, 
as shown on that certain plan, entitled "New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad, Providence Division- Woonsocket Branch, pro- 
posed side track for the Taft-Pierce Manufacturing Company, Woon- 
socket, R. I. scale l"-40' October 11, 1913." 

October 22, 1913. No. 91. 

Application of the Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Pawtucket Division, for authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Blackstone Valley 
Gas & Electric Company, Pawtucket Division, be and it hereby is 
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authorized to put into effect without statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 13, for the'purpose of 
putting into effect a rate for street lighting in the several^cities and 
towns of Rhode Island as designated in said tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 13, 
the rates charged to the city of Pawtucket imder said tariff to become 
effective on electricity furnished subsequent to the 30th day of Septem- 
ber, 1913, and the rates charged Cumberiand to become effective 
on electricity furnished subsequent to the 19th day of October, 1913, 
and said tariff otherwise to become effective on November 1, 1913. 
October 22, 1913. No. 92. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to laying 
and maintaining rails. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company to lay and maintain tracks in New York and Maryland 
Avenues, in the city of Providence, across those certain streets, 
highways, turnpikes or travelled ways at grade, as shown on that 
certain plan, entitled "The Rhode Island Company of Providence; 
R. I., July 18, 1913, proposed double track in New York and 
Maryland Avenues from Eddy Street to city Une," authority for 
the laying and maintaining of said tracks having been granted by 
the city council of said city of Providence by Chapter 594 of the 
ordinances of said city, approved October 21, 1913. 

October 29, 1913. No. 93. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to postpone effective date of tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, it appearing that tariffs, 
R. I. P. U. C, Nos. 166 and 156, contain rates applicable to both 
interstate and intrastate traffic and that the effective date on said 
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interstate traffic has been postponed, said The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Raikoad Company be and it hereby is authorized to 
postpone to March 12, 1914, the effective date of said tariffs, said 
postponement to become effective on one day's notice to the Com- 
mission. 
November 12, 1913. • No. 94. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That said The New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad Company, for good cause shown, be and it hereby is author- 
ized to put into effect without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, supplements numbers 4 and 5 to tariff, R. I. P. 
U. C, No. 127, official classification, for the purpose of postponing 
to March 12, 1914, the effective date of supplement No. 3 to said 
tariff containing part of the so-called five per cent general advance 
in rates and for the purpose of making effective other changes con- 
tained in said supplement No 3 not part of said general advance, 
said supplements 4 and 6 to become effective on the dates as published. 

November 26, 1913. No. 95. 

Application of The New England Steamship Company for authority 
to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said The New England Steamship Company, for 
good cause shown, be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
supplements numbers 4 and 5 to tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 6, official 
classification, for the purpose of postponing to March 12, 1914, the 
effective date of supplement No. 3 to said tariff containing part 
of the so-called five per cent general advance in rates and for the 
purpose of making effective other changes contained in said supple- 
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ment No. 3, not part of said general advance, said supplements 4 
and 5 to become effective on the date as published. 
November 26, 1913. No. 96. 

AppUcation of The Rhode Island Company for authority to supple- 
ment tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said The Rhode Island Company, for good cause 
shown, be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, supplements 
numbers 4 and 5 to tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 50, official classification, 
for the purpose of postponing to March 12, 1914, the effective date of 
supplement No. 3 to said tariff containing part of the so-called five 
per cent general advance in rates and for the purpose of making 
effective other changes contained in said supplement No. 3, not part 
of said general advance, said supplements 4 and 5 to become effective 
on the dates as pubHshed. 

November 26, 1913. No. 97. 

Application of the Narragansett Elec ric Lighting Company for 
authority to furnish free service. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the approval of the Commission be and the same 
hereby is granted said Narragansett Electric Lighting Company to 
furnish free service to the city of Providence for the public Christmas 
tree to be erected by said city. 

November 26, 1913. No. 98. 

AppUcation of Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Woonsocket Division, for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric Company, 
Woonsocket Division, for good cause shown, be and it hereby is 
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authorized to establish without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, the rate shown in supplement No. 2 to its tariff, 
R. I. P. U. C, No. 12, filed with said application, said tariff providing 
for a reduction in the rate for street lighting. 
December 3, 1913. No. 100. 

Application of the Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power 
Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power 
Company, for good cause shown, be and it hereby is authorized to 
supplement, without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, its tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 1, for the purpose of putting 
into effect a reduced all-year lighting rate as shown in supplement 
No. 3 to said tariff filed with said application. 

December 17, 1913. No. 101. 

Application of the Wickford Light & Water Company for authority 
to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered^ That said Wickford Light & Water Company, for good 
cause shown, be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its tariff^ 
R. I. P. U. C. No. 1, for the purpose of putting into effect a 
reduced all-year lighting rate as shown in supplement No. 3 to said 
tariff filed with said application. 

December 17, 1913. No. 102. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to file 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That said The Rhode Island Company, for good cause 
shown, be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect, without the 
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statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its passenger 
tariff, R. I. P. U. C, No. 46, filed with said appUcation and pro- 
viding for a reduced rate for commutation tickets on the Providence 
and Danielson Division to become effective January 1, 1914. 
December 17, 1913. No. 103. 

Application of the Bristol County Gas & Electric Company for 
authority to furnish free service. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That the approval of the Commission be and the same 
hereby is granted said Bristol Coimty Gas & Electric Company to 
furnish free service to the town of Bristol for the public Christmas 
tree in said town. 

December 17, 1913. No. 104. 

Application of Providence Telephone Company for authority 
to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That for good cause shown, said Providence Telephone 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its tariff, R. 
I. P. U. C, No. 14, for the purpose of putting into effect a rate for 
unlimited local service between subscribers connected with the 
East Providence Exchange, said rate to be effective as of the date of 
filing of the original tariffs of said company, the rate for said unlimi- 
ted local service having been in effect previous to the filing of said 
original tariffs and having been omitted therefrom by error. 

December 31, 1913. No. 106. 

Application of Providence Telephone Company for authority to 
supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered, That, for good cause shown, said Providence Telephone 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement, without the 
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statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its tariff, R. I. 
P. U. C, No. 17, for the purpose of putting into effect a rate for 
unlimited local farm or rural service between subscribers connected 
with the Warren Exchange as shown in supplement No. 2 to said 
tariff, said supplement to become effective January 1, 1914. 

December 31, 1913. No. 106. 

INFORMAL COMPLAINTS. 

The following informal complaints have been considered during 
the year. 

Fred P. Johnson et al. Relative to schedule Rocky Point-River- 
point line of The Rhode Island Company. 

Investigated by agent and complainant notified that changes 
requested would result in inconvenience to other patrons of the line. 

Henry Byrnes. Inadequate service by The Rhode Island Company 
on Pawtucket lines. Readings taken by agent Carmichael and larger 
cars put in service on Broadway-Saylesville line. 

Lester W. Hallenbeck. Failure of Adams Express Company to 
adjust loss. 

Investigated by agent and adjusted. 

George A. Steere. Dangerous track condition of Woonsocket & 
Pascoag line of The Rhode Island Company. 
Condition remedied. 

Elmer Lother. Train service at South Warren. 
Change requested could not be made without inconveniencing 
passengers at other stations. 

Henry Dunnell. Service by Providence Telephone Company. 
Investigated by agent Carmichael and service improved. 

Commission. Dangerous condition at Pawtucket Railroad Station. 
Crossing man instructed relative to place to stand in flagging. 
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T. F. O'Reilly. Unclean cars on Ocean-Admiral Street line of 
The Rhode Island Company. 
Investigated by agent and company's attention called to complaint. 

Glengarry Mills. Discrimination by Providence Telephone Com- 
pany in matter of service and rates. 

Held that the continuance of the special rate complained of is a 
clear discrimination against the complainant, and that the rates pro- 
vided in the schedule filed with the Commission should be immediately 
substituted therefor. 

R. S. Devlin. Minimum charge by Providence Gas Company. 
Notified that such tariff was filed with Commission. 

Thomas H. Barber. Failure of Wood River Branch Railroad 
Company to heat car and failure of The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company to heat station at Wood River Junction. 

Investigated and adjusted. 

Commission. Dangerous condition nights at Wickford Junction 
crossing of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany. 

Investigated and crossing tender placed on duty. 

Frederic W. Easton. Minimum charge by Bay State Street 
Railway Company for lighting. 

Complainant notified that respondent would adjust rate for custo^ 
mers using service more than six months. 

Frederic Bowman. Improper operation of River Point line of The 
Rhode Island Company. 
Investigated and adjusted. 

T. H. Galvin. Charging of two fares in East Greenwich. 
Company claims charge is lawful. 

W. A. Peckham. Alleging excessive rate charge by Providence 
Telephone Company. 
Adjusted. 
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C. C. Reynolds. Lack of train service by The New York, [New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company at Slocnms. 
Additional service provided. 

E. W. Shippee. Objection to paying rate fixed by tariff on]^file, 
claiming existing contract for lower rate. 

Attorney General rules that parties have remedy at law. 

Terence M. 'Reilly et al. Inadequate service at Aubumdale. 

Jean R. Sabate. Service of Providence Telephone Company 
at North Providence. 

Company contends that existing conditions of equipment must be 
considered in assigning subscribers to exchanges. 

Daniel L. Mathewson. Refusal to issue transfer on Buttonwoods 
line within city limits. 

Conductor's error, not a company rule. 

Civics Committee of Rhode Island Federation of Women's Clubs. 
Height of car steps. 
Continued. 

Commission. Condition of road bed and track of Wood River 
Branch Railroad. 

Investigated and reported in safe condition. 

Mary A. Arnold. Unsafe condition at Arnold's Avenue crossing, 
Chepinoxet. 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford attorney states that 
company has furnished protection required by law for private 
crossings. 

F. E. Ballou et al. Adjustment of fare interstate trip. 
Investigated by agent. 

John B. Mitchell. Requesting raising both side bars on open 
cars at Butler Avenue and Angell Streets. 
Company declines to grant request. 
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North End Improvement Society of East Providence. Objecting 
to charges for meter repairs. 
Conference held. Pending. 

Robert Roe. Requesting change of transfer point from Pawtucket- 
East Providence to Providence cars. 
Investigated and adjusted. 

Commission. Improper flagging on Buttonwoods line of The 
Rhode Island Company. 
Investigated and additional instructions issued by company. 

Commission. Overcrowding of open cars. Objections made by 
several patrons to rule relative to standing between seats. 

Requested to notify Commission of specific instances of failure to 
obtain service on account of said rule. No complaints received. 

Marc T. Greene. Unnecessary whistling of cars of The Rhode 
Island Company at Cowesett. 
Rule relative to matter again called to attention of motormen. 

Thomas J. O'Neil. Condition of track of The Rhode Island Com- 
pany at Branch Avenue and Charles Street. 

Agent Carmichael reported tracks in good condition. Shaking of 
buildings caused by heavy cars. 

Atlantic Mills. Objecting to The Rhode Island Company's 
tariff on coal. 

Numerous conferences held, but no adjustment reached. 

A. C. Burnham. Fares on the Providence and Danielson Division 
of The Rhode Island Company. 

Same question involved as in the formal complaint of the Johnston 
Town Council against said company. 

Clovis H. Bowen et al. Objecting to proposed rates of Providence 
Telephone Company at Grants Mills. 

Investigated by agent Carmichael and no agreement reached. 

Forms for formal complaint requested by and forwarded the 
petitioners. 
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Elmer E. Cole. Relative to closing private right of way on 
Providence, Warren and Bristol Branch. 
Commission has no jurisdiction. 

Alfred G. Vanderbilt. Relative to short-term lighting rate 
charged by Bay State Street Railway Company. 

Complainant notified of adjustment by respondent with customers 
using service more than six months in the year. 

Men's Club of Smithfield Avenue Congregational Church. In- 
adequate service on Weeden Street line, Pawtucket. 

Investigated by agent and respondent agrees to furnish larger 
cars as soon as additional cars already ordered are delivered. 

Commission. Grade crossing protection, Buttonwoods line, The 
Rhode Island Company. 
Pending. 

T. E. Tucker. Delivery and pickup zones of Adams Express 
Company at Narragansett Pier. 

Investigated and respondent agrees to extend zones to cover 
territory requested by complainant as soon as the road is made 
passable. 

Ralph Barratt. Ringing of crossing bell at Conimicut on Button- 
woods line of The Rhode Island Company. 

Investigated by agent who recommends no action until such time 
as the matter of the type of crossing signals for other crossings on 
this line is settled. 

J. H. CoUingwood. Improper service at Hills Grove. 
Investigated and cause of complaint removed. 

New England Granite Works. Advance in switching charge. 
Satisfactory adjustment by correspondence. 

Commission. Bristol County Gas & Electric Company. Leak at 
gas plant. 

Investigated by engineer and remedied. 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

Theodore P. Bogert. Lack of notice to patrons of rate changes 
by Providence Telephone Company. 

Under investigation. 

Henry J. Evans. Lack of commutation rates to minors by The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 

Correspondence with General Passenger Agent Smith of respondent 
company who declined to grant complainant 's request. 

A. B. Christy. Excessive whistling at night by locomotives of 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company at 
East Providence. 

Investigated by agent and remedied. 

George A. Rice. Defective track of The Rhode Island Company 
at Broad and Lockwood Streets, Providence. 

Investigated by agent and company agreed to install new switches. 

Z. Herbert Gardner et al. Dangerous unprotected crossing of 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company one 
mile north of Slocimis station. Pending. 

W. H. White. Inadequate station accommodations by The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company at Oakland. 

Investigated by agent and company reports plans for new station 
approved. 

Eugene McCarron et al. White post location on Hope Street, 
Providence. 

Complaint referrred to Providence City Council Committee on 
Railroads. 

Commission. Newspaper tariffs of The Rhode Island Company. 

Conference by agent with publishers and decided to defer further 
investigation imtil after tariff had been in force a sufficient length 
of time to determine its effect. 

C. C. Reynolds. Failure of The New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad Company to adjust claim for lost freight. 

Investigated by agent and complainant requested to furnish 
weights requested by respondent. 
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Commission. White post removal, South Main and James Streets, 
Providence. 
Post relocated as requested. 

Charles E. Jones. Excessive guarantee rate for pre-payment of 
telephones of Providence Telephone Company. 

Investigated by agent and company agreed to remedy the matter 
complained of. 

Cora Coughlin. Alleging discrimination by Providence Telephone 
Company in refusing telephone connection with exchange outside 
exchange area in which she resides. 

Investigated by agent and company declines to grant request of 
petitioner. 

Compariy requested to furnish Commission information concerning 
nimiber of patrons located exchange areas other than those in which 
they naturally belong. Pending. 

Town Coimcil of Cumberland. Inadequate lighting outside 
Lonsdale and Valley Falls stations of The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company. 

Investigated by agent and company agreed to remedy the matter. 

Newport Coal Company. Improper charge by Jamestown and 
Newport Ferry Company for transporting motor truck. 

Investigated by correspondence and complainant and respondent 
notified that demand made was not in conformity with tariffs filed. 

George H. Sunderland. Relative to delivery and pick-up zones 
of Adams Express Company at Warren. 
Under investigation by agent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM C. BLISS, 
SAMUEL E. HUDSON, 
ROBERT F. RODMAN, 

Commissioners, 
January 15, 1914. 
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